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The woods are lovely, dark and deep.
But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep.
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constituted the new province in 1874, they extended the name to the whole territory that
came within its purview."
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COVERNMENT DF INDIA
MINISTRY OF HAJLWAYS
RAILWAY BDARD

o, 20880 | NFRVFLS L aika-Siichar New Deltil, BLe) 962027
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Table - 1 - Cachar District

(aggregate credit deposit ratio is 44.55%)

Table - 2 - Karimganj District

(aggregate credit deposit ratio is 35.08%)

Table - 3 - Hailakandi District

(aggregate credit deposit ratio is 42.94%)
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time of sugarcane cultivation, that is, during January to March, when usually plantation
is started. It was observed that in 1980-81, such assistance was provided to growers in
the last part of May—and out of 50 sample beneficiaries, 30 were provided with loan
during the month of August in 1980-81. In 1981-82, only 12(24%) sample beneficiaries
were able to get loan.The rest of the samples were not willing to take loan because it was
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one raja the full time of some forty men. Outside demand may not have been large.”*
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consideration for these privileges, a special class of workers, knowns as Khanikars,
worked solely for the Rajas... Under the rajas the work was not altogether an optional

one. There was a compulsory element. Care was taken to see that each man was kept

busy at his trade, while at the same time the means of livelihood was certain.”
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G TG G OO BT GFCHT G GIFIT A0 | (7R RO 95 Aot wis wiwicez
4 V2 (AT ¥ G Bl | A ARCS FF, TP AN G2 ST NI0h (F0 (5ITe18
ERERFOICT AT Ce1H F® 47 96! AARET =3f+ | vy 1152 731, AT stpr=iifer
FACETCE Toftl 20 G SIS e TG ATRE WG GCarl S CH10RA QDI | (A, AN | 71,

AT Torerl % MYy @ FHre AT 1L Sy



2038 55 T e

G 21T A IBIER (AT UB AT vt IR, 555 (FTear fH19-pereitaia 532 IRt )
GF AT A TR (AT 72 21T, 7R YH7 @16 for (AT Alb #I1%s, Bzem ¢ foq
(T T AT, FIIF AT 40 (JTT! SMge 8 A BIF SMgTerar MR (T T 77 ACF)
(SNl 12 (AT A AT |

TIBIF AR T2(6 APICHT 2 G = AT (TS IR [eeiis evife =21 (718
fesithe S 2ifes wie e toft fefesiwitas it @<o(G wifersst AR | 2Bt SfEfe
SCET A0 el FRCE A (RHCPS ZACT (BT AT | (72 ferpl S T *roras
o1 -4 TR0 2SR Wi ea Cof fErfemTetstia win et o -

> | o : 5 (AT I B

3 | PP -FaIte 555 : Rt (oIt Azert Giset

© | FIF-PAFICAR P - T (ATF 4 B!

8 | BIST5-3151 BING : Tape! BTl (T =i%el! Bil

@ | (3T RIS : fet (At sAfa= Bit

Y | (eI GG : =G (AT 7l Gl

q | (&A1 MR : G BIP! NG 2120 (AT A6 BIpl

b | NG : si=eml (T G B

> | P2 (TR poT SHBCIR Gely 10RO Belel) : i Bl (2t 2 5ipt

S0 | (ZACEG : B (ATH vl Bl

Y | FloIG FIGI 3R : WG (AT SN Bt

531 ©i% : Rt (At Aot Gt

59 | AR Y : GBI @il Brpt

8 | g F15 : foq (At =G Bipl

5¢ | 79 : 42 (AT BIF BIpt

Sb | (B (=I5 ) : B (AT 7 R

sa 19fS : B (CF = GBI

St | AN - e Bipre

TSNS 7N (AT [FZH1 | (712 RO ~Nel AT Sproneel ogiie ‘HeiGe 2feqre’ |
prebee (AT Bifos wites #Aif6x AN foqTel (AT 2l I0eT Srard ST, GG $i
P ¢F SR, (el GRrm SiEm J6T0ed SIF TFIce 2o nited ¢ N
WIS e 02 (/T SG13 2SR BIFT | (e 2 AL 2 SNZW AR TS Ao @2 e caamit
60| fof forates, “« Bt 2% wewd f, il ¢ pfY, 1w o2, erefs =ifs afm |
@R @36 A 2w FARCS 2000/ 2€00 FTIF HIF I T | 7Y @R ATT @3 e 2AfFTS
G oMb e TP oo 23... 7FI, Tems, Nif... 94 23re fon for (e R arsifa
o7 S AR (@ AR i AAbife Bt I0eT Srard IR0, STEHACEIR TRICE (IR

AT Torerl % NTey @ FHRe ATHET 1L SV



I AR 3890 T%

152 T oot (AT T I B e 29 | e 102 8 SITebatels Wa) INER FAF
TSRS (@ 0| 500 THANCK SRS FrAlRe] S AT HG vl |’ Fiestsa
AT ORI (14T B ST AICET | G2 2021 Sy 2J¢f{5% 77 | GF &R (7S W¥IFs 7/, S550
TRSBIC &IfI® 20 Sprebatas H2Ge 2Moge-3 = | (1T wICS AT Gob! AR
IR 3511, 3 AT BT AW N (AT TN |

G (] RS- #7081 PICET00 (3 et SIRTeR 03 GUe A, G I SAGTI
TN B ST, (2 ST 2 RITER 212 (P 2T, 3 e Sitaiise 1 9 | Bieetioa
e R IRANG (Tl (O 008, TS| FIRIT (SRS (F o7 Wit (T o=l e,
AfSRPRTR (MeTl O G2 I 0T | SIBCE (I @ Fiel (RFT ZBITR, 7 IAE2
FIBITET SN @2 FEx 0 | Sitell Gited 2ifen & Sfieitea =mig o Firer
IS ST 0 | TCET G2 S=CE oems e SRfa q0oiee @ | s F=e =i
DRAFITTeS | 2T pra TR | vy o sroms e, 2 @witase Reie ares fee
G | “...forests of Sylhet, Cachar and Chittagong, which abound in wild elephants,
render it a comparatively easy matter for the captives to be brought to a firstédéclass

market.”>® Sfe ®oraq (%1 #ATE eTites @3 SR agfelm | 9 $i7 bl @Frefzs
@R | R G2 oF Teaa-qGme R AG o] (Sphrires o 2ifs
(FACIHR AR 2o | B A G2 ASRSHAE oo 2fS (et | Sv-v3 AT S_fY G2
reraefer f&e ‘the secondary source of supply.°

TIBIF ANERE T2 G52 T | FIeTeh 2 Ao wifere! tofd SRR fof |
(IR SfeToI ARCE FRNITEG I | ICACR FTFICH FICEH (AT Trolfel 263 7% fGfem
I | NS (7R OIfeTpla wePreg #Hifvg Sl R wites Brare! | Aef ey et ¢ e
T (T2 2T wie (el e qrTty, @7 SrEd 91 TR | 9y Piesne T, G,
TR, G T AGING O IS TS HeelR FH0e WS IR (AT | O S
e [ T A2 |

G SANCETS AL 47 961 AFGR : “The Mizo chiefs supplied ivory to the
traders of Sylhet, Cachar and Chittagong even during the British rule.”** f§{6* 7=t
(UTF G I FA2NRTHACTS AR FICB S I3 TAE TCARE FGl R 04e
RIS FlE (AT TeME2 (R0 | FRT-F NG ARG Teom Iz (0T 43
T RN 2/ 1S ez e | Bfe! >t TR GG @rsiel 7i2tem «3fh 2ifeq v
fiirer [ifer S0 T BRI | Sbrbrx AT, SPICE FIC 12 Wi A0 WLz #Hfox! (e fat
BIel |

TS A ZTRE FTCas-FIRITes TR | fre-swial @ IPNRE @1 IFIEE
5eT® 8 FIIFFN FS-[Rede e | fro f=ierens : “The Mizo Chiefs welcomed the
traders as friends by providing security... Traders from Cachar and Chittagong became

T Sorer 3% R @ AERe ATIEH 11 b



2038 55 T e

a source of permanent income by way of rent, preferably in kind, for security provided to
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ivory, from the craftsmen of Sylhet who were dependent upon the Mizos for the raw
materials. ¢
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9% YV*IIF S0 (12 22 : “In enormous herds the wild elephants swept down from the

dense jungles of the uplands, laying waste the whole countryside for miles, levelling
smiling homesteads as if a tornado had swept by, trampling and uprooting the crops, and
leaving death and destruction in their wake. Village after village was laid low in their mad
impetuous onset. To many a peaceful cultivator busy garnering in his harvest there came
the far-off sound of heavy trampling feet like distant thunder, and at that sound the reaper
dropped his sickle and the gleaner let fall what she had gathered to rush madly in search
of the shelter that both knew they could not find. There was no escape. It was only a
matter of chance whether the elephants swept straight upon their village or passed it by
unnoticed in their ill-directed flight. Terror-struck, fleeing helplessly from place to place,

the villagers were entirely at their mercy.”*”
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SRR AN (G (e AT : “In Sylhet elephants have been caught in Pergunnah
Chapghat of Zillah Latu, in Pergunah Bhanugarh, in the Raghunandun Hills, and in
Pergunnahs Chamtolla and Mahram, to the north-west of the District, but only in small
members at one time. The great elephant ground is the hilly tract to the south-east of the
District, watered by the Singla and Langai streams, where from 50 to 100 might be
captured every year, though not without considerable expense and trouble, as it would
probably be necessary to make two (or more) kheddas.

In this part of the District the elephants have always been captured in herds by
forming regular kheddars; but in other parts single elephants are probably killed or

9990

captured occasionally.
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Sl (42 (21T 6531 P, O~ (AT FoIf 2IfS T AR 31 SNCAEE 78 | B6
3R T2, V2 ANZI2 2 I S o0l (orteet | (4l #7381 Feifeeq wieiael, AAifaifis
Wﬂ?ﬂw 12T, “The trained female (kunkis) are then taken into the stockade,

and the newly caught elephants are secured by trying them to trees. From the stockade,
they are brought out by the Kunkis, and taken to three places in succession, in each of
which they are measured, and 1/10 is given for the service of the kunkis up to this time.
The hire of kunkis retained to take the the elephants to the auction (by which they are

usually sold) is Rupees per diem.”*
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fRmeiTeT STz GIepi | IR =G fSITE Coltet STl (Ant (AT 1To8 TS &ipe | o1 o 1l 20e |
@1 2IT2 P 0! W7 | TR q2i FCI IS FfRE, (37 el WCaiz | @7 fom q=d
SIS, weffe Sbrve T T G-G6 (M T I T TS I (AT R -JSI B | Wi
S I3 AP I &) FMre A6 (AT IS 2T Il | 2718 Sifecare | St
O W SIC R GIPT e fR(1aT | 311 Ciofat IR CAwist Lo Sy SRICTS TS
A MERATRCE | 9 A0 2lpF 2 4@ TR TERA! 71 ARFCE O (LM fer e 2 |
TicaTl a1 oTniRs St SRITeT 2pdl 2T GRS 471 21T ACe1R G2 S (AMIF b f2e | FIRITS
S FIT 5o e (R | 95306 Sfcaices | 1 FiR (AT 9-€ Tts Aif @, (i e
RCAe A 2/ 421 7S ERAET |

FIRIT AT IfeT, G TLIforoe 2 A o (FrellRe @ | IRITeH 2ifen
Fefet facx Ff‘i‘;[ At fo74T=A, “There are two perfectly distinct varieties or castes of
elephants caught in the jungle of Cachar. The first in value is called Koomeerah, and is
distinguished by its stout make, small head and low action, which renders its pace quick
and even; the second and inferior caste is called Meergia, and is marked by its large head,
slender body and legs, and high action, which renders its pace slow and heavy. A cross
between the two varieties is called Doasala or Nussub.”**
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FHINNE FOCAR NC2 AT© | FZI ST, “Besides being a most attractive form of
sport, elephant-hunting was also a duty of the Companyds Servants until the year

1770.7
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A (T GG 2e1 g MR Sro-FIoTTH M58 | ORTl FRR0E HiF PR e ¢4ml
T et | IR (@ FHFSRIE, “Company had overlooked the fact that beyond

providing themselves with the elephants they required, it was absolutely essential that
they should be caught or killed in order to protect the unfortunate cultivator from their

ravages.”®®

CRICET 515 COTF CoITeT TN 2, LA HBICAIR (5B 36 TR | w3 27 e Jeret e
RIS (AWl 7T Cof (5Bl | S SITATETCH, S TS G IS R ey &l
METF ©ifors IS FAMRA : “...when the Company, on the score of economy, ordered that
no more elephants should be caught at its expense, the farmers of Sylhet were forced to
become elephantéoéhunters on their own account if the revenue was to be maintained.”*
@i @ Fiee Ao AT fete AR | e Sogies 399 "t Fiee
TN, 3 gl ZreTe FATS Y1 Ol (Tiieet I2F | O UGG G361 o6 f2et | AW
oI ST AT, OI=CH GOl A (HRIF (SO (F ! G2 O 47 @M =S
fAte 21T e 1 ol |

1 BRIl (¥ GRAICAE a1 A, G 7 | 46 FACO TSI (4nl I F| 2018
APRHATERR feae O4e dhd 2o ATRIeH | %P ARBEE & ) | GHRIENR & |
T AT &) | TORNTSS ) | BIRAIR QT (SN T | Fo STAS AT (31 5 it
ST (TP SIe 1l I | e, Rife Riifane 99 (7 2ife Meaom S e 1 | 79w,
ST SR FFCE 2ITTS TS *FF2IHF | (O SIZ IS 20 Afears Mifereieidia afera
B0 A NS T FRRIR IS A2 T G | 903 e g oyl feet | sitaaeaia
o= @31 927 : “In cases of emergency, elephants might be requisitioned from private
owners although this was not considered desirable because the health and quality could
not be regulated.”*®
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SIE, T S cAnid Lerwn | GNwg GG foITR, “In Sylhet there were large herbs of

wild elephants, but few were available for purchase from local zemindars and
professional sikaries, who were unable to bear the great expense incident to their capture
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3D QTR (S € ST Sy (SR N S 53 @R OfF Somiaate :
2.5.5 FITYA 6% ROTCA GCIF 157 =Y (Life Expectancy at Birth) :

SRR TRPT-TW7S Tr9 2 REI5A 67, S sRsienl =y (Life Expectancy
at Birth) %! ST 77 FO6I J6CO AT 6 @RI | G2 IF0 FT ALCRIT Tafo
QIR | 2FfAS T T A& [Col (SRS) ©2 (2004-30) @ft ST IR (, SACH
SFPCIT AT O LR TR SR WREN vy T2 | SN A [pi efforamsy 058
(Assam Human Development Report 2014) ST=3 fSfers, ey SR AT S €8
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2.5.% 9 %t =T (Attainment in the field of Education)
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A SO B WG IACZ | QAT [ TAGHR Sl 7 (@, IRT 3R
FRAANGT (5T TS F TS| ISl FACS (AT |
T 2 | AT AT TR fSrave SRPHIE At Rwieted Resetaa e e
So.5b (ATF H2.6A-T K IR | T it frweias eenfie a2 2izaisi+ce
AT (AT (So.5Y) G FfHF 2MeT (oITR BAR (32.€9) | ©IF, Frwiore Seitag s (AF
I ST Wy A e (ot BT it 2w |

TAF Tooral 39 ARy @ AFre AT 11 Sbo
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SIRU) manf@w (Per Capita Income) :

NTQITT\"@ NG PN =T (Per Capita Gross Domestic Income) S fRFIT* ST
WG THEATT & G35 5SROI [IAFSII 20 & | (Sweiifefes, JeEiw Wiy
I ORI NI (SIS GBI Lo,888) SN (9102 FIHCH (CICRY) | 97917 (2T (SIS
TRl ©br,0u8) | {RMER 217 AN Mg (T OrIT ST (SO BIFl Sb,u0%) - o 2
RIS | e S e sifas Rf4re s R Rt 2w |1, «ft Tex
(AR, TN R TG A RO IS 307 | 5@ wlaiarts A oI speaa
CHCQE YT T TG FACS (ATAC |

3.5.8 I+ T 5% (Human Development Index) @3 ZIZeAFIH% (S

T TFT 5 (Human Development Index) i GZpfowz s Tifen [Fieaa
TR G O THAMIT SR B(er® AILFOR B TS e AL |

GEHTeE BT F, Frel @R SR (e e AwceTs fefere did o3 J@ifH e
53 | B0 (SRNSTAITS N RPICAT S GoZAT FCH | (ST Ol Fs]of AT 47
@R TS| BT SR ST AN (FC NG AT e R F001 Sielaifs oo
FACE, GBHOB-T NFSTA! Ok 90 FCAR| 0 (AF 3-F MK K T e
AR - @A o’ Sl @RI a1 G2 S O Sraeey i sme o
TS o)l Floren #{fva ori—

AR S 2 (TSR NG G2 M K™ I

(et TYIPE | WP SR | Gt
e
/| 0.980 0.Y0Y 0.808 0.89q*
JACHT 0.9t 0.bb8 0.8LY 0.u38
EEIERIG 0.€\90 0.bvq 0.¢04 0.¢ Y8
IIRIC 0,95 0,89 0.84% 0.8v9®
SR 0.48Y 0.v99 0.8¢4 0.u58
R 0.b30 0.¢%Y 0.95%* 0.5
ERIE] 0.8b% 0.9bb 0.950* 0.¢0q
g1 0.€50 0.€a% 0.0b0* 0.8 3*
=R 0.€>V 0.900 0.8t 0.¢Yvo
o1 2eTe 0.48b 0.LY 0.€3¢ 0.
QRS 0.45% 0,158 0.890 0.5
(TG 0.¢89 0.b%8 0.89% 0.¢89
zeIfT 0.0VY 0.90¢ 0.0 0.899*

TAIF Torerl 9% ATy @ AFS Arwerw 11 b8
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e 0.¢v 0.488 0.b98 0.0¢¢
BanE] 0.5V 0.u8V 0.8 0.b90
FRA (@) 0.€&8 0.9b9 o.boo 0.909
RISESIRGN 0.989 0.u8¢ 0.8v0 0.u5%
el 0.9%0 0.v34 0.8%0 0.8 u*
(PR 0.@9% 098¢ 0.803 0.€5d
BIREEE 0,53 0,959 0.8%b 0.a®
wizeie 0.490 0.bqb 0.0 u* 0.€aY
e 0.¢bY 0.4b8 0.E5Y 0.€5%
R 0.85Y 0.43% 0.€9e 0.¢aY
ISEEIRE 0.3 o.9¢b 0.v90 0.035
ooz 0.888 0.u5¢ 0.€9% 0.¢RY
fomfeat 0.83¢ 0.b3¢ 0.8b9 0.€0¢
e 0.@9V 0.b0% 0.88% 0.€®
AN 0.@R9® [ ACICMY 0.€0% 0.¢eq

QP K SR St 2058

A R R efoTams 2058 ANEFSITT SN AW G2HGSIE-T W 0.¢eq
JCET S A | 4G SN S (T, FIfeFe WM e (% P, [0 AN M7
RPITeR I G @0 *0I Sfo@s FH AN IO 707 | 7 et Fshot ()
3R T FEAITCS o7 T A | 24af6 (@@= My s efors, AT [P o et
WAM AT TSI (BT @ A I | B (R, (FIeTNE BT (@ 0.¢00-F G- I
BT T BT IR IR AT G4 2GRN (SRAISTAR T AL
ST R (T (AR |

D€ WW&KN{W (Multi-dimensional Povert Index) €32 e cTe :

24 W@y 5 (Multi-dimensional Povert Index) 3t qSIfoeNg JpPaTa Ferel
FHAR M SACEARPATS IR | GuIfeNg, GBpeeiz-T e, ¥3e foqb Taiere Jeeieten
TG F(F GR TS OIF I JCACR Tl &Afofb e «2oer e, Jrg @R Gt
I S TS RIS 2 | GN(HNE SRl FACS GRS TGRS eI —

> 17919, (F) Af8, (X) Mgy,

L 1o, () Rrieen Prwreicas GG =g, (2) M Rt ofea ke,

© | QRGN (F) TGN, (4) GIETT, (o) FRtem @, (7) [Ripge, () R, (5)
T |

TAE Torer 9% ANy @ AFhe ArWE 1| db¢
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A R GBHCE G GNIIZ FIER S 22 (e Sz

(et ) BI)IES
«35ieeNs @i
IFRC 38 "
REGkIR 31 8
FRANG N ©

2890 M

QSN i1 TR efStana 1058

AR R (TP 7l R, QAT (TN S KRR (SISt B SR 0T
TR (RIRIRTSIt T €3 AR S e Sy THAeT e E foa (| i
TR (560 T1F TG SRR Tz oeie $a0e (7l AR | Aeend 2af6 (e
A T CIRCA FIYG '€ FRINAEG IAFCH 18 G 0N SIE R | SRS w3gs)es,
A (STl A AT ToI0 2P 0, 25T WIHLTH T S5 Sreie
FECR |

MRWE (& 7 SRR e} RETR 77, SL-AiiEs @32 Aetares %= s
RETRE (741 27 | ITFTE I Toierdl 43R RTITeIta 2zl (et sKifes Izeg st
AT | s fERTa Fhwele, 2T @R FRIT TN FoN, 5o @R 9 ZIe Seiq
FECR | AR, Gb &P T @, G2 TGP wffw @R FARFS Iemiaten ANfes,
GCATSP G AICH S PRAASTER AT LOITIR FeTizee |

(Tfere AR-JRAR S 8 26N AT SFFTel, TTRICLR T AT 7=
HRBIT® PSR Srwe i efowere 33 |

SR (SRR T R KelfeT 7B TPt MOSTETT TpeToitd Flrs e
T SINFY ST, T O3 T WK [TFH G3R TOHNE I FACS S9ICeF FTsrol
epFeld delfie FA01 |

o,  TrwEE:

2RARFIFCS M1 STI 3 ACCE | (A (36T FLATSF FT02 7, e Frve fFiferm
IRCR | O, B @R Fry Tl TR wwesld Gife Srael e SRe | sewms
FRFCR [fen Toir Reewe il T61cge (St N RISt 61 2w
20O AN | A© 8 FHHRTE GITSIT Gz 1 7T, A0S SLTAG F=AIRe! N
el I (SRVIF FACO A T G2 NCE ST BAE JIPFOI Wdfiael 9671 @
ST LI ] ATITS (F (FIE ATH B (FIeT LA (42 7, G $Pgalel
@ ffen e Wites Rivwm a1 The | AR g2 w11 200, Afes AR e

TAF Tororl 39 ARy ¢ AFe AW 11 Sbry
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Rirguaiviainea|

S ST A 2N T @3% 78 2Rl € S2RTeTa 927 (ST Wi THeTa
g feiffrel wrgelef iR =209 |

TREFCA I T, (ST TR SREE THfS IR el TFf TS 2P
ATE BT G2 FoCTIT I (0O AT —

*)
()

(N

()
(®)

®)

(®)

2ol AOBTAITS RifW RTAB 28 VAL T SBRE 2AHB T T |
&l e SreCa 5 RO TR B P SN AT SCplol
@eq Tve|

R, RO Comiiate fRmml @32 SIfEstl R e titas ey 2Meesel azel F0o
23|

IS G ST Gy A1 R Toierah $00 204 |

TR W IS BlTONT (A6 AP B AEOTS! AT Ty
AITTOIG I AIFI A4S 71 THw |

iR R a3k FRfSRes 37 @3 5w Fi oDt =i ¢ FhrREE a3)
TR Ao Z 00 AR T |

ORTE, REATR SoFo #/fe T Sesten Koy @wFg TR |

U :

S, P iR R dfotana f038 |

L (o SERINIRR 32 R, 105 |
o SRS TP, 1055 |

8. IPI (el WIFIF QLTI (e |

TAF Torera 3% R @ AeFhe ArIE 11 S



FANG (F-FATIOS T : 2TF
RasTw zs

A= :

ST WH SRS G SRITTH 63 TR SITHIETCAR I ZCRTRE 3508 FET | SN2
AR oy R[5 Frsferae 17 (RS SIi2ta6107 (Devzil Ibbetson) NREHTS 201
AT LI T W (F-SAR0S (s EPRbe o5g, ss08 (X S/
$508)-3 ZCA YT ST TR SCAECTR A2 N2errers |° g qrgpraiimeon
T 26T {3 IATHFCR & 27 fG0eiF west (T2 [ @7 2w o3ifes FRfcfes
P i AfSDIR 9ITT Brafeet -3 oereiy | ILEIe FRZ TATAICET <2 TGP
Jreifer (Y FHRFRT 22w fq RO Stav AER 0 D106 SSRF™ I FI=RT
@0 TG 75 (@A FINEE (@GEE R -0 ®)7 srav ) | [Iafer g A
W€ G (LEDI (3595 e 2ifsfre eifsmfs sdreara mRTaie (st wiee el Ty
R WIGTH ST ACACI 43 TR 12 PRI 2 (@A RIS TG 910
Trofee Ol (N @i e @ @RI o afso |

fRepafefes 2 DN ItT IR FTSITS FILEHT (F& IR ST I “©IFe
IS FARIET” (svbro), Brvm 6 o (GfEs oifa Ffse (svas), 3k oot it &
T (G @I FRGT (355)) defS| yrivre T NI 2 orE
FRole T2 S@ele SN SHfETTS 91TE €ts Ae faifsa A Rwieeik ¢ i
SRR e wE  Pebcsfie (@Y NiemiEe  afvimetan st
AF-APBIC ETFGS Z (ST (- THAo LA [°

G AfSDTTT AN T ATEBT M 0e €7 7o% [ae et o @3
THAOIHI | @ A SN SR ferer 2iZereifa wfsmi ¢ U erorsive 0 | S
B0 SIFIZTS AR 5 50 AT A F PO 4T A (AT G A, S> 0L AH Lol
R B oTRG! SIeCaT M Il BT oI0% weetRrer, (Abw A Teofive ol fzet 20,000
SR b,000 FEGIET | (-0 82 f3feT (AT I—CH G T DI WG [ 521 2 | ofF 2002
oo SibleTRyl Si%eceT J2ed Folld et 5w ol | g [ib= TR0 1% (A0 (IS
SRSl A | SIS FJorel s7iag o14tz"— "The policy of the Govt. towards

native enterprise was reflected in the attitude towards Pratap Roy" I°

TAF Toorl I9 ARy @ Ao AT 11 Svbr
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-3 @F, @R RS GFEF AN Tt S -3 e I M
ATV 91T STIRET | QUTHAIR W& ACACZ Surma valley Weaving and Trading Company,
Sylhet (1907), Sylhet Sugar Works Ltd., Karimganj (1921), Surma valley Rice Mills
Ltd., Karimganj (1920), Sylhet Tea & Industries Ltd. (1915), Karimganj Bricks & Tiles
Works Ltd., Karimganj, National Lac. Timber & Agriculture Company Ltd. (1921)
rgfo

Tl %ot A1 (AT FIC * ST &N 4 IREIN [ 7 TAGTPR G F
O RIS oITT @I 2 (TR Sbefirs Sifde st F0e I SIs AN
TER eifevme oite Tofee | €8 T IR % I @91 ARE efevd e
Trofee, (It e @3 TR ST Sraeel <2 fRacea saefae |
as :

- ¢ FOR ACATPIGTS SOOI SR #ifpifre W Ffwsig
(AT B8 1% RS :

The Co-operative Credit Societies Act (X of 1904) SIS @3 TR AED [Vide
DCJP (C.Cr.S) No. 2343-2500-17-2-10] 5IT% STIfeeT Gre Tl (Tot ol FTait e
B UG T A6 T (Sbho-35ud) ABIR @R @ Tmivw R
-SHAIRTe EIEa @ferhR Tasee Il | Sraey, IS ¢ FOM! STAE 2t
National Council of Education (NCE) A&l SIHI37 311 FCARET S T 350 A G
92 (AR FT0eTs @ 2Rl =203 oItw Srofest 7746 wymiet a1 | 5 fRfbrem cariecet it
o1 WG T 2 ATT 59 AICET | e R¥6W HCeT ST Plaa1g * 120 GIR Ti{ele] FeeTat
G R T LT 9108 COICeTe Fiaa9ig Bi-M1s1 713 (Karimganj Tea Association) |
BITR QS 4(F8 O TF (T 9708 €Co— 1) The Sylhet Tea & Industry Ltd., 2) The
Karimganj Tea Company Ltd., 3) The Hindustan Tea & Fishery Ltd., 4) Hasanpur Tea
Company Ltd. @3} 5) ARSI A4F SR *THH GBI af$d I The Kalishasan Tea
Company Ltd. ggfe *

3] R -2lfSDITa SN AT TG S > T 518 STIRE The Karimganj
Co-operative Town Bank Ltd. €% J2CR15M Ako1d% The Karimganj Banking & Trading
Company Ltd. | &7 m @17 2fSditas »Ifipiers ¢ e REna e Swve s,
ACHX TR, THFI 7€, TRATAT €, TR AR, TCoGH GIA (Srba-55av),
AL 7S] 7R S s |

g siferoiie e, Gorm et 112 3i5/7e0Es i AKANS Y e @<k Teg-
ST (ARITSI97E WIer IRACE P FAC=A | (-4 A1 SR TR, O PR
CRIT IR o = ST 7% 20 ! TIEH AICFS KA (o3 (I8 TS0l =g sHhel
R | Soref ENRFES/ (TIPS o (N 2792 (Oral History)-3 *IFeioi 263 216!
N (I8 TR et 11 SSIITHR I0R | 09K, G2 Srarly *1R0 21 fesera qaies e

TAE Torer % ) @ AFE AT 1L Sd
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A0S 2R @3 efSTva | (T, Home it fTSataisy w2 ey A &,
-7 T wta fe S “ghe 2R & 23 (06 =, FiRe 1 Yo smies
YIS W& A SANNTS qTT (SR | SNSHR - GF AR 05 Setol I Sl
(T, ST QAR WIFGTS BIs] SIER (ATARCE, TG IG Hel-ANS Zrol G2 A= 2STCe |

SR, Soda A e Giew E [Rws @ive afstana [t afta w@e
ARFAL, TS (AT (IS RO &=l Assets & Liabilities= (PI8
YRS R AR BT RS TR wereR (A0S | G 2P I A, SFo PIeet (e
S MLFA BCEF G2 PR AP e AT Feafet 120w [Kifoq @iz | T
FIomS 20 210l T2 SRl Floleriq 78 BEIfRE, (-7 (IS 20e-2fWs A6 79541 203
ST | SIRIG (HSIToR 2ol 2 SNifT afSPmibrs TR (referl 203 AU Coiete 2
il fMeafes | @2 et wCet Karimganj Tea Association-3 Si& «JifaF BI-CHaa
IR B<H, (S A ARIR SR - AR Qe 2rafe | @ SRR AN
(TS BIew AiE Afewmie gvoion w3 grafes orelel-+739! T3 2iew e |

B, 58 Wb Spo¢ AT FECHHNAG AR 8 & AT Ty e S
30 The Silchar Co-operative Town Bank Ltd-(F @l (<51 SRAEIF FRA 200 22
(ISITAIR e, TOFF  RCAMRE FRNINET (L | OCF, GIFANRL (2T, ©f 77 | FRieTsa
BIEH AECT FRNTS 0 ST GF R oF, (@ =i Piets Croe Is TeiFe
o | Tl Sveo-F WIF @B FEHT T SR Sl FofRe | O3, IR
SRR 1 A (e AN sMeFet (end o | ©iF AP AL-Seaa
afegerel FMHE TS (O @A (ATOS TR | TSI ATAPER  ASCASF
BIoSTeIR JCANR Hfbre 5o femne (@l-Siitaibe T1eq Eb ssaa-av Ale
“PRIeTod ST (-SHAICbe iE Wi e eens B ot [Klle sieEs smmid A
(RN S e 1

S 1 R, RET6R B WICHR T FICAb (et Tl *2F FRwsie G 0w
TS 53 s ETHIE HICE Sl ARTS 2001, (@6 220! Rea #ihel IRl oreites
ARSI |

e SCel e 20 NG €2 IE LGAArHRI (FRC G2 #2037 =71 ' sifzicaa
T AR AIFE ZRTREAN | ST T FCACRA CFEAPRCAT S bl-3iatie @ Hreeis
G TOIPHEST GFNCHR fOra3a Jeoanm (GIERIR AR G Tmist AFTeld IR ¢
s MF AN MW ST AR (Srdb-3dub) AT | AT s580
At United Common Provident Insurance Ltd., Chittagong-3 Fifve fGragae feiew
(Ref No. 40/3710, Dt. 5th Sept. 1940)

J-Z @F, GE A A Toolmvm G Na FRom GIEAT @ *J=iom (G
G T2 7JACA] GR SR (6 (ol B el coATafRet | (ifnsy cormift i
AT ST I0T T (TS (AT *ISfbzdl € T2 2T TS ol ACHIG! FH (oATRET

TAE Torera 3% R @ AFhe AT 11 ddo
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R nfereT-TICae | @917 SICY AR Sylhet Industrial Bank, Karimganj Branch-3 @30
AT | ARCR RIR9NE (PG SR [P FIGid | GRIONE SR SRS 7 -6 FI9 | (OIe75t
(B IR (2T G A (), Toita AR FROB (STAIACACR "Share Certificate
of Karimganj Town Bank Ltd." 2e5it | ‘GRCANE TG 53 o7 forare it @3
AR A FIASHATER W& (AP (ARG The Karimganj Co-operative Town Bank
Ltd.-7 So Bl 0o 6 *RIF ARG (SI. No.-75, Dt. 10th Nov, 1917), @
GBI Sibw e 3R fEIHFR ACHH AR FF ALAfTO) |

SRS, MG TR, TG ML SNfeT AR ¢ g1 AR (I G S
TAvE! W AR GG TR @R ST A0 Forsstq (06 BISe 1% FRFTg
7-a3f B 7z [fer afiss g T 791 crm AR o et cotafee |
AT A FRANG AT TFOF FNEC) T2 A G TGl @&hE Aol (A
Karimganj Town Bank-f6% Registration Cancellation-3 92 (oICAREIN | G311 SoAvIe @3
A AR 2 FfSwE R (A ~NeA YroviRenpTe Senebiter esq fofe Fm
G- AT T SN SBIGCETH #1245 Ff91E TS JICFT G S el 8 S| SR
TG TG (T AN |

ST (TS #ATE, FRsig 5% iE ST Srafest 20w IR (RIS, TN P
Agricultural Office Compound-9 | EGT TR ©I 72 TT& aziel [ (6 Gl
AR el Syl G Rl | QG 58w 9% =eMe  The Sylhet Banking & Trading
Company Ltd., Karimganj Tea Association €<% The Sylhet Tea & Industries Ltd. &gfs
ARSI A ST 2o | 5 AT 91T €31 1% iz 2fSDa St Auigs! o
PG S58a e SR beifee] AelRS 2CH | g (eeItad #171 (A0 G *Floeiw 20 7S |
werRiel fRerfre IR M wed (At Biew e @ferg e aifee st et
2fRe (Vide Letter No.CF.15 / 48 /38 Dt.15/04/1952) | S{&olg A% nrocss ORI

Remarks column-« JIfes1 A TS (T IR “The Charges of the Bank was not
handed over to the Liquidator as the Members filed an appeal to the Registrar of Co-
operative Societies for consideration of the cancellation of Registration’ | 4 @37 (A
TS 2T, AE G ST (AT Wife 31 ST =1at SIiie @rdd @fRmeg=e
ifeteTs i= wifs =l =rafest | el w21 0, AR e i #Afwler e [ral o
QA 7T 2R | €2 I AER for3a farew 1@ ofH S we, awacies A,
TR SISy, TR NZEW ST Gaae1e @il otelysTiay T | @ ST Jr e a
1 ARG AT G o3 (203 fTaga0m Srmre i1l @3 Resf® (A (Ref.
No.- Nil, Dt. 20* Sept. 1956) | €2 fJeafe (2TF St T, 20 GBI v ST Hrew
YICF 2IfpTeTe Ahifex o @71 a7 WM @Al 2ol SIebaR 0w, Ok &)
o 7 Rl foet % MFI® e [FoTts o) 220064 7E 2eT ARG TR |
SR AR, Svey A SRR REAG STciTe sgwe kel @R Liquidator-7 2te

AT Torera 7% AlfTe) @ AFRe ATwEE 1L 98
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TIHE T T R |

IRl M T SO SRR Seifae FOmISIT 21 4Ta 51T ol 5o
[F A’ e FEANNG =2ET TSR MO YT (FHEA | SdLo-Yd AT Sl
ST AT TP, Tel-AfS (3 Aies SRfoe 2wfee | @R @M (232
APOIAN SCHECT AoACTANS s+ qafee | Rygael Gy e sfesa o
AT R Gl 77m /ST B JiF eiste FD Srad A0z | ToAR,
ST T, Spbd AR SRR @B [ 8 I B @iEell o3 +¥% zusiie =, 7w b
Liquidation &f&3 se2 fet |

@2 1F 8 OIF AErelfs 3 (At FR Koo e 2l 3 S ez,
& R FIRe o2 sieql IR AT wred (40T | Syl FR [eltor afiew T3, 12031
Al (AT PR SHiTe7e et res (Biks 7e) *=ei7 ERIReN | §INrs s{i==,
B 25 (ORI PRGN AP T FRANGT SIS TZFAITE SFHRFIN (7
BISw 1% @ aeelfs e e (orafarem svvo-vs At | @2 Reeifers et sigmifass

s/ sy &R GIFR «fS T FeafRE ey FR ot | ve o e Spfros e $R
RO PR SCaw FCAMRCET IR 3 FIRAE (AT 286G SIPFHIG 20 SR AR
e (TP T2 FIC WCol | A 411 A, A &l &eaifél (AT (A feral 21 7ol Giee
[IFT -1 Rt e froife 2rfest | el GT-o™e e 22T, CRRETE
w2l 29l SISl RWie efesl ¢ 2B Jreimd® (GIYRE AR four A’ R
AR RreR-FEeRe ferife zrfes - |

IHSH 8 FOA! SCVETIGS SOOI Ao @3 *27a Aoz =i
AfSHIT TR (FITS NG (R SGICET [l 20 (9T ([ AR 2ol Sosit |
wIee GBI SR SRl T SRS IS (9lTeT epfEreltas B =T ‘FRmelg
BIS 7= @ @FFe” ==t | @R @b See ({6 AR FREANG SYCAT ANEA -T2
ATofces (S.B.Account No.- 104202000000071, Balance amount Rs.1842.26 as
on April 2022) |
w2

gfe-Rrgfen S W SR CTrEie (@F-SHiate i 2o’ :

SIS FICe0 (el NRP! *7 IR FIANMG AT 11,500 I9FG (5.6
) i Ssiz afefre @3 A AFt 01 10T Trofee, « R gia =i e (A
S AMHR] & ACG (O (T TS0 027 #iewl TR | (161 ol TP (Sl
e PICTCER iRceR 0w ficifeet | sTeal, =12t g4 Tfewr we=m 26 =gl Wi
@IS Tl foat 1| @3 B T @I Sigiers frRiege wieR s Piafes |
TACT Ot P& O T 8 TG FINICATSI S0 AF G Seiebifer
GRS ARE, FH [Rore fa0em mitE o10e Srofee | S iz, Fenie A9RIE Sweem
TR € (A6 JE PTG 7R (TY S5¢9) @2 ANFT I 2T e | 7oA

TS Torera 7% AlfTe) @ AFRe ATTE 1L SHR
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CAIGR 5T &Nt AT (AT QT SIS | JICFS QGRS betipletil Facas A aess
GG SRR I (L S FRZ T MR | ST AR, g Sswig 1w
AT FIRNEG G €2 HIE GG S0 2/ R |

e FRfefes @3 afepmba it ARves aa ezl Ko gorg-esiim
TR SR, SRR G LSRR | ORIl ARFR «F I@ T2 R FHRNHAF T
SRS TR, (F eI ATV TGS LA | FI T WFo(ee *Tofvze I
Asset/ Liability 2fSRITT= 175 SpIta STES «5F S F1 (0 2T | SN (1T A1,
G2 Al IS ARFBICTRS FeAN TCACR | TSR, AR (el SRoeTg
@2 CHFR 5T 9ISTE (T LR IR Mo AR, (7 A0 ATHCZ S 31 |

ey FIHICR AT A Gvere Sien ferere beag Tuwia (N299) | 6 e
‘Co-operative Movement in Assam’ &CZH 3@ (A0 SN G0 A7, S5©03-93 (AT
5585-83 FEH TWLEFIA AR FRANG CTHE IF Afefoe zrafest | €2 FrEmm

MRS ST0® (30 ETGE T =T, (e 26— 1) The Sylhet Co-operative Central
Bank Ltd., 2) The Habiganj Central Co-operative Bank Ltd., 3) The Moulavibazar Co-
operative Central Bank Ltd., 4) The Cachar Co-operative Central Bank Ltd. and 5) The

Karimganj Central Co-operative Banking Union Ltd. I
e AFfag NG 559593 (ATF S583-8% AEH WY TG WET 9 g
2SI ACO AT—

IGIC IR
ofefe 7 [SAS et | SWo WT | Ble e [eAERe /e wrke | W@y
(Brel) G
55959 PR A9t |R5,€9,950.00 3,95,535.00
D999 54 54%a [ R5,5Y,brov.00 9,&E,v59.00
$999-9¢ s4 SOC | R],p4,u5¢.00 3,4G,039.00
3998-9¢ v SEbS | R9,95,200.00 3,50,0¢€.00
SD9E-9Y v SHrLY | R9,br0,030.00 R,5¢,999,00
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The Memorandum on Economic Development Council

Date: 1 August, 2014

To
The Hon'ble Prime Minister of India,
New Delhi
on behalf of the people of Barak Valley in South Assam
Sir,

In view of the above, we beg to place the situation of the valley
requiring your immediate intervention by way of creating an EDC
for relieving the valley from the economic stagnation. Our submission
would come under the following headings for your kind perusal:

Geography and Historical background
of Barak Valley:

The valley of Barak in North east India 15 situated in between
Longitude 92.15-and 93.15 degree east, and Latitude 24.6 and 25.8-
degreee north. The total land area of the valley comprising three
districts of Cachar, karimganj and Hailakandi is 6922 sq.km, and
population as per the census of 2011 is 3632579, Before the formation
of three districts in the 80s of the last century the valley was known
as Cachar.

In the pre-colonial days Cachar was ruled by a number of state
powers right from the 6% 7% century AD till its annexation to the
territory of British India in 1832. In between there emerged
numerous state powers like Samatata, Harikela, Srihatta Rajva,
followed by the Tripuriin 14" century to be replaced by the Koches
in 1562 to be followed by the Dimasa rule since 1750. At the time of
British annexation, it was an independent kingdom under the
governance of the Dimasa or Kachari rulers, who were also known as
Hedembas. Dfezﬂurse.‘ the British colonists had already held the state
under their suzerainty in 1826 following acute political crises in the
state. After annexation Cachar was placed under Bengal Presidency
to be ruled by a designated company official, Superintendent, under
the Agent to the British Government stationed at Cherrapunji, the
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colonial headquarters in the north east. When Assam was
reconstituted into a Chief Commissioners’' state in 1874, Cachar was
taken away from Bengal Presidency and tagged with Assam along
with the adjoining district of Sylhet which had shared similar socio-
economic-ethno-linguistic feature with Cachar with more or less game
history of political transition too.

Barak valley is geographieally a natural extension of
Gangetic Bengal and as such the valley linguistically, culturally
and ethnically is close to Bengal since the historieal times.

In the colonial period Cachar and Sylhet were jointlv termed as
Surma valley division and at the time of partition of 1947 a greater
portion of Surma valley was handed over to Pakistan, leaving a small
portion of Karimganj subdivision of Sylhet district, and Hailakandi
and Cachar within the territory of India. Thus the onlv natural
opening with the mainland so as to the outer world had been closed
to Cachar a place walled by the ranges of Barail in the other three
sides,

The days following the fateful partition and independence Cachar
continued to experience economic deterioration, political deprivation,
social dispossession and cultural disintegration which have presently
became more acute. The period following independence there were
debates among people on the question of reconstitution of the
territorial maps, representations made for creation of the province of
Purbanchal, curving out a portion from the map of Assam, to the
state reorganization commission, apinion generated for creation of
separate state for Cachar, or for creation of a Union territory for
Cachar. These all were to find out ways to see the hopes and
aspirations of the people of the region fulfilled which were denied to
them. The only administrative measure taken in this regard for
proper administration of the area was to create the three districts in
1983 (Karimganj) and in 1989 (Hailakandi), notwithstanding the
communication bottleneck, economic stagnation, and the political
upper handedness of the forces at the mainland of the state.

Under the backdrop of prolonged discrimination in matters of
allocation of funds, acute economic underdevelopment, severe
unemployment, poor infra-structure facilities, non-utilization of
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natural and human resources, low GDP and Per Capita Income, lack
of industrialization, low agricultural productivity, the high
handedness of the political forces at the centre of the state, the
disadvantaged, depressed people of the valley, irrespective of caste,
cread, religion and language have resolved to move the government
with a demand for ereation of an Economie Development Counecil
for their all-round development, to relieve the sufferings of the people
meted out to them by the mindless political and bureaueratic forces
without much dependence on the state capital at Dispur,

What the Economic Development Council is about?

The Economic Development Council, as demanded by the people
of Barak Valley would be an autonomous council within the periphery
of the state government. The council would monitor the planning
and execution of the development projects by proper utilization of
the funds received from the central and state government, from 1ts
various funding agencies.

Economie Development Council of Barak Valley
EDC and the provision in Constitution :

The Concept of an Economic Development Council is not
altogether a new concept in this country, without ite precedence. But
whenever the question of a sort of separate council or autonomous
body arises, particularly when demand for it raised by the people of
the regions who experience economic backwardness, and who nourish
a feeling of deprivation, the provision of 6™ schedule [(Articles 244(2)
and 275(1)] of the constitution of India comes up. In fact, the
constitution in such situation provides for an autonomous council
which may be constituted within the provincial government for
administration of certain areas with a view to developing its economy
having the power to formulate policy and see its implementation by
a sort of couneil elected democratically without dependence on the
state government. Of course, this provision is exclusively restricted
to the tribal areas, particularly in the states of Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura and Mizoram.

Accordingly numerous autonomous councils were created in the
Northeast in the past years. Notwithstanding the limitation of the
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provision of the constitution the Gorkha IIill Development Council
created years ago in West Bengal which is outside the demarcated
area (according to 6" schedule, art 470), and for that a constitutional
amendment had to be made. Thereafter, in the heartland of
Maharastra the Vidarbha Economic Development Council was
constituted. The area covered by it is a non-tribal area and for the
formation of the council in such a place necessary constitutional
amendments had been made.

The Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC), the Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council, Dima Hasao Autonomous District Couneil in
Assam; the Garo Hills Autonomous District Council, Jaintia Hills
Autonomous District Council: Khasi Hills Autonemous District
Council in Meghalaya; the Chakma Autonomous District Council,
Lai Autonomous District Council, Mara Autonomous District Council
in Mizoram; the Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District Couneil
in the state of Tripura are example of such bodies. These were formed
for the intensive administration and development of areas having
peculiar geographical. demographical and economic features
requiring administration by such autonomous bodies without
dependence on the provineial governments which, 1t was felt, were
not enough to cater to the needs of the arcas.

From the above, it has become clear that. the provincial

governments, particularly in the northeast India appear to be not
enough to fulfil the needs of the people, mav be because of its peculiar

geographical features, ethnic, linguistic and demographic characters,
and economic condition.

When it comes to the valley of Barak in South Assam, it
is evident that in respeect to its geographical position,
communication hurdles, lack of development, and mainly
in respect to its distance from the mainland, the valley has
a similarity with the areas brought under the autonomous
councils mentioned above, excepting the fact that, it is not
a hilly area anyway notwithstanding the existence of trihal
population in substantial figure in the peripheries.

Two points might be raised to rule out the possihility of
the EDC on the ground of constitutional provision.
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Firstly, The constitutional limitation to the tribal areas
in the states of northeast (exclusiveness). It provides that such
bodies should be restricted exclusively to the tribal areas, that too,
in the northeast India. But the creation of Gorkha Development
Council in West Bengal removes this hurdle by establishing a
precedence. ( for reference, The 107% Amendment Bill, 2007)

Moreover, in spite of the fact that, although the homeland of the
Gorkhas in Darjeeling is located in the hills, the Gorkhas do not fall
to the category of SC or ST. History has it that they had originated
from the Hindu Rajputs and Brahmins in North India. It has been
stated in the amendment that, “the original purpose of the Sixth
Schedule was to provide autonomy to the predominantly tribal
areas of north-east India. Thirteen per cent of the people hiving
in Darjeeling district belong to Scheduled Tribes.” The same source
has it that, “Scheduled Castes constitute 16 per cent of the total
population of Darjeeling”. The substitution of the names of the state,
like Assam, Meghalay etec collectively by ‘north-east India’ to
incorporate areas beyond the originally demarcated by the
constitution may be noted for our present argument.

Also 1t must be kept in mind that although the Mishing, Rabha
Hasang, Sonwal Kachari do not fall to the category of SC ar ST, or
their area located in the hills to come within the purview of the 6%
schedule, yet conceding to the demand of the people the government
of Assam had taken measures to form Mising Autonomous Council,
Sonwal Kachari Autonomous Council, Rabha Autonomous Council
and Tiwa Autonomous council. Again, the creation of Vidarbha
Development Council makes a precedence of such an
autonomous body created beyond the territory assigned by
the constitution.

Secondly, the economic backwardness, the geographical
isolation from the mainland, particularly from the provincial eapital,
suffered by the valley surrounded by hills on three sides and
restricted by international border in another, absence of state
government-initiative in improving the basic economic infra-
structure, and general resentment about it, coupled with collective
demand for a sort of autonomous body may be looked upon as a strong
case for creation of such a body in Barak valley. I the constitution,
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however, does not support autonomous district council, the creation
of Eeconomic Development Council, however, receives constitutional
sanction if the amendment for Lthe creation of Vidarbha Economie
Development Council be taken into consideration.

[Vidarbha is the eastern region of Maharashtra which despite
its mineral, forest power resources 1s plagued by poverty, malnutrition
leading to a situation of random swcide by the farmers. (the 70%
among the 32,000 suicides recorded in in a decade has occurred in
the 11 districts of Vidarbha region; this region is always
underdeveloped because of the continuous dominance of the political
leadership form the Western Maharashtra; similar situation also
prevails in Barak Valley region of Assam. |

In the heartland of Maharastra the Vidarbha Economic
Development Council 15 an example of a sort of autonomous body
created in a non-tribal area and for the formation of the counecil
necessary constitutional amendments had been made. For the
creation of the EDC for Barak valley this amendment should
not therefore create any constitutional problem.

Why this Economic Development Council:

In most of the cases, the need for ereation of autonomous district
councils or EDC has been felt only when the provincial government
to which the areas belonged could not record proper and adequate
development compared to the development in other areas. There has
heen public resentment and a feeling of deprivation, and peaple felt
that their future was uncertain under the state government and
demanded a sort of autonomy within the constitutional framework.
In many cases, particularly in the northeast, pecople had taken
recourse to agitation programmes, some of the agitations, however,
had shown a tendency to violence even; of course, Barak valley has
been an cxception to it in this regard. But why the demand for an
Economic Development Council came up from among the cross section
of the people forming a platform under the aegis Barak Upatyaka
Banga Sahitya O Sanskriti Sammelan joined by different linguistic,
religious and ethnic factions in the valley? The reasons are many
and the ways of its successful implementation are also wide open. We
may recount the reasons and their justification as under:
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1. Slow Development: Regarding the valley, it has become clear
that during the last six decades after the Independence the
development is extremely at a slow pace, and presently the
prospect of development of its economy seems to be bleak.
Following sixty-six years of independence without making any
development, the basic infra structure that was in existence as a

- legacy to colonial rule have been allowed to crumble, particularly
since the sixties and seventies of the last century.

2. Geographical feature: Barak valley is located in an isolated
arca surrounded by Barail range in the northern and eastern
areas, and in the south by the hills of Mizoram, and the only
natural opening towards the outer world the valley has is the
horder of Bangladesh restricted by international rules and
regulations. The century-old Hill Section of the railways has been
partially withdrawn for BG conversion (in-1996), and the project
has been left in the midst of uncertainty for 17 years, a very long
time indeed in the 21* century; the century-old surface road, the
National Highway No.44, passing through the hills of
Meghalaya, prone to frequent disruption due to landslide is too
old to sustain the pressure of traffic increased nearly by hundred
times ; the completion of Silchar-Surat Mahasarak Project is a

far away cry, while air travel 1s unaffordable to the majority.

3. Communication problem responsible for
underdevelopment :

{a) The constraints for development of Darak Valley 1s chiefly
the communication bottleneck. More emphasis be given to
the Mahasarak Project which could solve the major
communication problem of the valley. But this project 1s also
in the midst of uncertainties. In the excuse of Barail Wildlife
sanctuary the work of Mahasarak in between Harangajhao
to Balacherra (31 km) has been kept pending and as such
the communication problem of the valley remained still
unresolved even though the Mahasarak project has made a
considerable progress in other areas. We would like to
demand immediate solution of the problem and issuance of
clearance by the Forest and Environment department at an
early date.
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(b) The Karimganj-Lakhipur route in the river of Barak via
Badarpur has been declared as the Third Naticnal
Waterways. But till date no positive step has been taken
towards implementation of the project.

() In view of India’s enhanced engagement with the ASEAN
and as a follow up to the Look East Policy announced in 1992
India has sought transit facilities through as many as fifteen
routes in Bangladesh. The rail and motor routes offered in
the said Transit Treaty are (i) Akhaura-Agartala, Sabroom-
Ramgarh, Bibir Bazar - Srimantapur, (ii) Belonia - Belonia,
Betuli - Old Raghna Bazar, Chatlapur - Monu, (ii1) Borosora
- Borosora, Haluaghat - (thasuapara, Sonamganj, (iv)
Shellbazar, Tambali - Dawki, (v) Demagiri - Thegamukh, in
addition to four in west Bengal. Surprisingly enough, Assam
has been kept excluded from the proposed transit map. The
Sutarkandi - Sheola route in Karimganj distriet of
Assam 1s an obvious transit point for trade with Bangladesh.
It 1&g a natural opening for Barak Vallev and Assam if we
want to benefit from the proposed Transit Treaty. Thereisa
growing mass demand in this Valley for inclusion of
Sutarkandi in the Transit map. The Barak Valley, a
proverbially backward region of the State, can be linked with
the transnational goods movement for its economic
emancipation through the transit route.

(d) Thelongwaited BG conversion project has been kept pending
to the utter inconvenience of the people of the Barak Valley.
It is the demand of the mass people to see the speedy
completion of the total project.

(@) The major inter district roads in the valley do not receive
regular care and supervision and remain dented for years
together, while the roads and streets under the local units of
PWD hardly ever receive due attention, and hence do not
serve the need of the people. It is due to the communication
bottleneck no industry on private venture flourish and the
routine venture on government initiative dwindle and
decline. The pre-Independence Burma Oil Company and
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4.

5.

the ONGC project of the present time, the Cachar Sugar Mill,
over three hundred numbers of tea industry, the food
processing induetry, the Seri-culture industry, the
handloom, handecraft and cane industry are some such cases;
even the Hindustan Paper Corporation at Panchgram is in

a sinking state.

A Food-deficit Valley: The valley had once been buffer in
respect to paddies, but now it is a food- deficit region and has to
depend on importation. The agriculture is still at the mercy of
nature, and with the uncertainties in rainfall the valley stands
almost on single cropping. The government record has it that
only 0.2% of irrigation facilities extended to 3.5 lac hectors of net
cropped area. No modern techno-based cultivation introduced
to cope with the need of the growing population, and the valley
experiences seasonal unemployment, and in some cases
permanent agricultural unemployment; the cultivation of jute
plants, kharif crops, mustard sced, sugar cane, cotton, pulses ete
receive no institutional patronage; the tea industry which had
flourished in the second half of 19" century, had received
international acclaim at one time, but the six decades following
Independence the industry witnessed steady decrease in
number, and continuous sickening. The power shortage, the
absenece of local auction market, high cost of transportation of
produces to the distant market, and absence of administrative
support in matters relating to security offer serious blow to this
industry, which is highly labour intensive, but presently fails
to provide sustenance to the economy of the valley.

Increase of Population: Sandwiched by the hills and
international borders, this densely populated valley (according
to 2001 Census the population of the valley was 31, 33,366, and
the recent population has exceeded 356 lacs) 1s a ‘distinet culture
zone', which had its continuity with the adjoining Sylhet portion
of present Bangladesh which, however, has been closed for good
by having the entire Sylhet district of Assam including a portion
of Karimganj transferred to the erstwhile Pakistan at the time
of independence. This transfer, besides snapping the natural
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route to the outer world, had reduced the number of
representation of the valley in the State Legislature of Assam;
moreover the fateful partition had increased the population of
the valley by having to accommodate the citizens of the undivided
Assam (India) expatriated from their homes, particularly who
were not ready to accept their fate 1n a theocratic state of
Pakistan, when there was a choicc to a secular democratic country
across the border, which was once their own too. This increase of
population has gone beyond the sustainable limit, and the
problem was never addressed with earnest sincerity by the
government during the last sixty-six years. Due to population
growth new settlements emerged, forest depleted, agricultural
land shrank in size. The fate of the valley has been left undecided
and the economy was left alone to dwindle and decline.

6. Lack of Industrialization: There has not been any integrated
approach towards industrialization of the Barak valley initiated
by the state Government. The almost exhausted tea industry
still has been continuing to flush the capital out of the valley
like it did during the colonial rule (to England) and no
reinvestment of capital in any subsidiary industry that should
have developed could ever be initiated. This industry, however,
could make little contribution to the local economy as, excepting
for the land all the other three factors of productiom—Ilabour,
eapital and orgamzation were from outside.

7. Employment-oriented micro-development sector
neglected :

To cite a few instances, we may point oul the case of Pan leaves
growers. It 1s known that these leaves have medicinal value and
the growers will benefit if produced properly for preparation of
enzymes ete. Again, a survey reveals that more than fifty
medicinal plants are available in the valley, but for want of
initiative the prowers are not interested 1n 1t. But 1if due incentive
is given to them at least twenty pharmaceutical industries could
be established in the valley.

Cotton is also available in plenty in the valley. But due to lack of
patronage it remains economically unutilized. We believe at least
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two textile industries could be established in the valley with the
available raw-materials in the valley.

Besides, a carpet industry could also be established from the
husks of paddy. Similarly, small industries could he developed
by using the husks of betel nut and coconut trees, generating
cmployment opportunities,

Manipuris and other tribal people are very much skilful in
weaving handloom. But this industry is also in a dire state for
want of patronage. Very little production is there. The same is
the case with sericulture which also needs serious attention.

Other industries, such as bamboo, cane ete., also eould be
established with other available resources.

8. Inter and intra district Communication: The lack of
development-planning and its implementation resulted in
stagnation and deterioration of the economy of the valley in many
fronts. The condition of the routes towards the outer world have
already been referred to, the inter district routes —Silchar
Karimganj, Silchar-Hailakandi, the VIP road towards the air-
port at Kumbhirgram in Cachar, the road towards Medical
College, NIT, and Assam University, the road to NC Hills, the
Kalain-Silchar road via Barkhola (covering the Gas Bottling
plant), the Silchar Binnakandi Road via Sonai, the Silchar-
Dholai-Bhaga road via Sonabarighat, the Karimganj-
Patharkandi road via Nilambazar leading towards Tripura, the
Karimgani-Badarpur road, the karimganj-Dullabchera road, the
Karimgani-Latu road, and many more roads within the towns
and municipalities, and within the Gram Panchyats—all these
are in a deplorable condition. Tt seems there is hardly any
provision for regular maintenance and major re-construction of
the roads; the people of the valley have to take recourse to strikes
and bandhs intermittently just to see the roads temporarily
mended when they are almost condemned. Record has it that
the state government could never maintain and supervise the
roads in the valley or arrange for timely allocations of fund in
that head and proper utilization of the same.
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a.

10.

Power and Energy: The local sources of energy-generation—
the hydel or thermal or/ including solar energy have not been
exploited, even the lone Gas-based power generation project at
Banskandi in Cachar and Adamtilla in Karimganj could not he
properly developed: hence, the power supply obtained from
outside has always been short of the requirement even for
domestic consumption, no question of satisfving the demands of
the medium, small cottage industries, printing press, motor
repairing garages, different food industries, saw mills, rice mills,
jewelries, peneral grocery shops and stationeries. Because of this
power problem, no corporate investors ventured any project in
the valley despite abundant human and natural resources.

Look East Policy: The State government have failed to realize
the impartance of the valley in terms of its geagraphical location,
particularly with reference to the proposed ‘Look East’ policy
undertaken by the Government of India and the proposal of the
Trans-Asian Railway, the implementation of which requires
development and recorgamization of the basie infrastructure in
the valley where five of the seven states in the Northeast ( namely
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura, Manipur, and of course, Assam)
meet, in addition to its sharing the international border with
Bangladesh in the west and with Mayanmar in the east
providing access to the Southeast Asia.

It may also be noted that the Government of India has a
proposal to wrap up transit transport agreement by 2015 for the
movement of goods and passengers with the neighbouring South
East Asian countries. For implementation of the same a trilateral
highway connectivity project is proposed to be undertaken by
2016. Also, we gather, a maritime transit transport 1s on the
proposed project, and a discussion on the 1ssues in the forum,
ASEAN Connectivity Coordination Committee in India has been
started. We may humbly remind the Prime Minister of India his
own proposal on the extension of highway to Cambodia, Laos
PDR and Vietnam, and in this connection his suggestion on the
corridors, and on the Special Economic Zone,

The proposed Development Council for Barak Valley fits well
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with the governments’ proposal towards extension of South East
Asian connectivity covering the southern part of Assam when
the Barak Valley geographically stands at a very important
juncture particularly in this connection.

11. Railways: The inter-district railways have been allowed to
dwindle without proper maintenance and supervision or regular
intervention by the state government Nobody ever cares why
the railway stations in the valley are being closed one by one,
the trains are ill-timed, ill maintained, no amenities offered to
the passengers, no security given. The Martin and llans
Company had brought almost the entire valley of Barak within
the railway network, but the period following Independence
witnessed mis-management leading to continuous loss, slow
abandonment of tracks, and no new extension within the valley
to lessen the excess of dependence on the motor roads. It never
oceurred to the state government that the railways could be
moved just with a proposal to introduce some meter-gauge to
cover the eastern bank of Barak or hink Silchar with Jaypur-
Rajabazar in one, and with Sona1 Bhaga Dholai or with Medical
College-NIT, Assam University.

12. Condition of existing industries: The industry which was
within the purview of the state government never received due
attention, and in spite of extensive field for eultivation of sugar
cane, the only Sugar Mill at Chorgola in Karimgan) has been
allowed to decay and become non-functional. Before the
establishment of Hindustan Paper Mill at Panchgram, that was
the lone industrial enterprise by the government of Assam. Of
course, Paper Mill is neither funded by the state government
nor managed by it, but the only support it could offer to it by way
of arranging steady supply of raw materials, and by providing
adequate security was not given, and hence the industry is
sinking slowly. Depending on the waste materials subsidiary
industries could be built by the state government, but no
attention has ever heen given to 1t. A valley comprising three
districts without industrialization is surely a case of state
governments’ apathy. It 1s perhaps too late for the government
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13.

14.

to make amends, and hence an EDC could be the only alternative
to it

Five Year Plan: The valley of Barak has never found place in
the Five year Planning and its fate solely depended on the merey

- of Shillong, and thereafter on Dispur. Besides the much-lauded

Agricultural Package Program in the sixties no developmental
program could be undertaken at the government initiative, and
that too, without its follow up action failed to bring the desired
result. Recently the much publicized ‘1000 Crore Development
Allocation’ remained bevond the reach of the people following

* two consecutive elections. The 60% of the people in the valley

are living Below the Poverty Line. As per Central Government
and State Government records Barak Valley pays more than 250
Crores per year as direct and indirect tax to the central and state
government, but the fund allocation to the valley 1s not in
proportion to the tax paid.

Service Sector: The service sector 1s in no way appreciable.
The supply, health, education, management of municipality and
panchyat suffer from mis- management and gross negligence.
Supply of essential food items in an isolated valley frequently
cut off from the rest of the country is uncertain, and the price 1s
virtually never controlled by any government agency. The Co-
operatives do not cater to the needs of the people. Kerosene,
cooking gas, sugar could be purchased from black market, but
very scarce in supply. Same is the case with Civil Hospital and
Primary Health Centres under the state Government. Shortage
of staff from high officials to the grade IV workers, shortage of
medicine and other equipments, maintenance of the buildings
including staff quarters 1s a great problem. The para-medical
units in the PHCs arc mismanaged, and as such there emerged
numerous diagnostic centres and its sub-centres throughout the
valley before the nose of the administration to the great health
hazard of the people. The only Medical College in the valley is
constantly under the threat of losing affiliation of the AIMC.
How could the people of the valley rely on the existing system
under the state government?
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The only institution for Technical Education under the state
government, the ‘Silchar Poly-technique’ is carrying on with
almost dilapidated buildings, factories, laborataries, out-dated
equipments, insufficient furniture, and acute shortage of staff.
While most of such institutions in the state have been modernized,
computerized and ite infra-structure up-dated in international
standard the Silchar Politechnique 1s crawling in the standard
of sixties. The Veterinary Training institute at Silchar, Gungoor,
the Krishi Vignan Kendra at Masimpur, in Cachar, the Regional
Agricultural Research Centre at Akbarpur, in Karimgan, the
Vignan Mandir at Hailakandi— these all are left uncared, with
shortage of staff, utterly neglected with no benefit to the
agriculture except flushing out money from the government
exchequer pocketed by certain nominal emplovees and men in
high places. The lone institute of Tea Technology and tea
research is also in a dying stage if not already dead, of course,
retaining ways for draining out the meagre fund still allocated
for it. Under the state government, it appears, things would never
improve. '

Education: Coming over to the general education, the Law
College, BT College, the DIETSs, Normal School hardly receive
any attention, and as such private institutions, institutions
controlled by private universities, open universities ete are
flowrishing. But these were never discussed in the state assembly
or any action taken in this regard. It is due to administrative
negligence the non-affiliated, illegal profiteering pseudo academic
institutions, fake universities are having a field day in the valley.

To come to the management. of primary, middle, high and higher
secondary education in the valley, most of the officers deployed
do not have an access to the major language in the valley,
Bengali, no question of any passing idea of Manipuri, Dimasa,
Bishnupriya Manipuri language spoken hy a sizable number of
learners and teachersin the valley. The fund from Sarba Shiksha
Mission,/ RMSA and other agencies are subjected to random
misuse with nobody to monitor it or inspect the ways of its
utilization. :
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In respect to appointment of teaching stall, due to absence of
any monitoring cell, very often teachers are appointed in the
schools of the valley from other parts of the state with no
knowledge of the Bengali language, which 1s the medium of
instruction in the valley. For the state government 1t has never
been possible to look into the minute details of the matter and
the result is horrible.

In the past decades almaost all the public libraries and public
halls in the valley have been allowed to decay with no ways of
updating the stocks, filling the vacant posts of librarian, asstt
librarian, elerk, or peon, or repairing/ reconstructing the library
house be 1t Distriet ibrary in Silchar, Haillakandi or Karimganj,
or the state library under the town committee. The district
auditoriums which are a source of revenue to the government
have heen left unattended, unrepaired to the utter inconvenience
of the people in organizing socic-cultural-educational programs.

16. Forest and Conservation : The negligence towards forest and
its conservation, wasteland, wet-land have paused a serious
threat to the ecology of the valley. The hamboos, valuable trees,
canes were destroyed violating the rules and regulations, making
the wild forest in Bhuban hills, Barail hills or in Chatachura,
Mohonpur, Saraspur almost bare which disturbs the ecological
balance, the monsoon and slowly leading the valley towards the
process of deforestation with nobody to look after it.
Environmentalists have already expressed apprehension on the
shortage of groundwater in the valley, along with acute shortage
of timely rainfall, inercased heat and cold.

The forest department suffers acute shortage of staff leading to
the increased activities of poachers, hunters and illicit wild life
traders operating in the inter-state and international borders,
in addition to the illegal activities of timber merchants. The
valley with two important reserve forests has to get on without
any trained naturalist/herpetologist who could avoid unnecessary
killing of valuable snaker and other animals. The proposed
animal sanctuary in the Barail hill in Cachar is still in its initial
stage, just to provide an excuse to lengthen the process of
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permissivn to the Muhasaruk project to continue 1ts work.

The earth filling in the wet-land near the urban and sub-urban
areas, the merciless destruction of hills and hillocks for eollection
of so1l for earth filling is having a far reaching impact in the
environment of the valley. These are the examples of gross
negligence of the government to the future of the valley.

The important water bodies, the Ratabil, Shonbil, the numerous
haors of the valley do not receive the government attention.
These could be eentre of tourist attraction, and profitable centres
of fish production and trading.

17. Tourism: There is nobody to look into the prospect of natural
tourist resorts that could be built in spite of all the communication
hurdles. The historical relies, the monuments, the ancient holy
shrines could be converted into great tourist spots with some
investment and care; there are safe spots for water-resort,
adventure tourism, ample opportunity for folk-tourism which
could be planned only by the persons who have experience and a

feeling for the valley. Development council is the only answer to

it. '

The peaple of the valley had been silently suffering the negligence
for the last six decades. Their patience and commitment were
never rewarded. Due to government apathy a very potential
region has been reduced to the state of stagnation. When the
entire Northeast burnt with the fire of distrust, secessationist
antagonism, when several groups expressing desire to hreak
away with the provincial bond, even with the national bond, when
numerous groups have taken recourse to violence, even sabotage
activities to press their demand, the people of Barak valley
remained committed to peace and to the ideal of nationalism.

18. Human resource deprivation: Barak valley 1s afflicted with
the problem of unemployment both in agricultural as well as in
non-agricultural sectors, in tea industry, in the private industrial
sectors. The skilled artisans are under-emploved in the private
sectors. The great population force could casily be turned into
labour foree if the initiative is taken for development of small
and medium industries.
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19. Flood: The people of Barak valley have been experiencing
regular devastation due to wrong management of water
resources, unscientific works by the flood control department. The
river bed is rising steadily, the low and wetlands are being
brought under human use, the water bodies are disturbed in so
many ways unnoticed by the government, and residential arcas
both in urban as well as rural areas get submerged easily in the
rainy season.

It is time the government had come forward to concede to the
just demand of the people of Barak Valley for an Economic
Development Council for redressal of all the socio-economic
deprivations meted out to them since Independence.

The Demand for EDC:

In a convention held at Karimganj on 18 December, 2005, the
multi-lingual forum, Bahu Bhashik Samannya Samiti under the
aegis of Barak Upatyak Banga Sahityva O Sanskritik Sammelan an
unanimous resolution was adopted to move the government with the
demand for an KDC for the overall economic development of the
valley comprising three districts of Cachar, Karimganj and
Hailakandi, and save the economy of the valley from further
degradation under the administration of the provincial government
of Assam. A memorandum has been forwarded to the Hon'ble Prime
Minister, India, through the DCs of the three districts dated 14
August, 2006 signed by:

C.Nilkanta Singha, D.Mongimba Singha, N.Dhananjay Sinha,
Debendra Sinha, Chandra Kanta Sinha, Uday Sinha, Suresh
Chandra Dwibedi, Babul Naraya Kanu, Rabi Nunia, Mukul Ranjan
Barman, Biswajyvoti Barman, Edenlal Chorei, Stephen Chorei,
Fonidhar Chorei, Rajdhan Gurung, Bijay Chetri, Bhakta Sing
Thakuri, Dinendra Narayan Biswas, Janmajit Roy, Nitish
Bhattacharjee, Shyamalendu Chakrabarty, Tarun Das, the
Representatives of the Mampur: Sahitya Parishad, Niklnl Bishnuptiya
Manipuri Mahasabha, Barak Hind1 Sahitya Samiti, Dimasa Sahitya
Sabha, District Tribes Union, Gurkha Dukka Nibarak Samiti, and
Barak Upatyak Banga Sahitya O Sanskriti Sammelan.
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Thereaflter, numerous districtwise confercnee held on the issue
followed by a convention at Karimganj on 30 September, 2012.
attended by general public representing linguistic and religious
groups of the people of the valley, and representatives of major
political parties viz, Congress, BJP, ATUDF, CPM, CPI, including a
number of present and former MLAs, and the same demand has been
moved.

Meanwhile, the Sammelan had sent representatives in the
Seminar, entitled Development Strategies for Barak Valley (Assam)
held jointly by the Deptt. of Lconomics, Assam LUiniversity and
Institute of Northeast India Studies at the Campus of Assam
University on 29 April. 2008 to state the casc of Barak valley
Justifying the demand for an EDC which received the support of the
leading Economists and social scientists.

Memo to PM, HM, CM :

On 25 April, 2013 a delegate visited the CM, Assam, Sri Tarun
Gogol, and placed the demand for creation of the EDC for Barak
valley. In the recent past the Government of Assam realizing the
madequacy of the machinery of the state government and conceding
to the demands of the people had constituted the Bodo Territorial
Council, reconstituted North Cachar Hill Council as Dima Hasao
District Council, Karbi Anglong District Council and numerous other
councils, without giving attention to the just demand of the peaceful
valley of Barak.

Presently, when the northeast India is rife with the demand for
separatle statehood from numerous factions, the most deprived,
neglected and disadvantaged valley of Barak, without subscribing
to the separatist view demanded an EDC. The peaceful people of the
valley, deprived since the Independence would be bound to react
adversely if this demand is not given due attention before it is too
late.

An QOutline of the EDC:

Nomenclature : The proposed EDC would be named Economic
Development Council for Barak Valley, Assam.

T Sorer 3% T @ AERe ArIE 11 8



2038 55 T e

Composition : The EDC would comprise the following body/
members/designations:

1. General Council
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Executive Committee
Speaker

Deputy Speaker

D oA W N

The Council shall be formed by:

.. The MLAs, MPs, Chairpersons of Zila Parishad,
Chairpersons of Municipalities or Town committees. They
will elect the Chairman.

ii. The tenure of the session, the periodicity of the session may
be determined thereafter keeping conformity with the
segsions in assembly or parliament.

Secretariat and Secretary : There shall be a secretariat
consisting of different branches covering all the administrative,
planning and developmental sides of the EDC.

The Central Government shall appoint a Secretary from among
the IAS category with adequate knowledge about the peculiar
geographical, demographie, cthnie, linguistic feature of the valley
along with considerable access to the major language (s) of the valley.

Planning Cell : There shall be a Planning Cell attached to the
EDC, constituted by the competent experts who shall be povernment
officials.

The objectives of the EDC:

To search for the weak cconomice spots, to initiate need-based
macro or micro- plans, examine their feasibility, approve and
implement them. These plans, however, will be in addition to the other
plans of the State and Central government for the valley. The NEC
model shall he followed.
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Funding:

The Funding of the plans prepared and approved by the EDC
shall be done by the Central Government. The Central Government
shall directly handover the plan-money etc., to the EDC. Also the
Expenditure of the EDC shall be borne by the Central Government

Advisory Committee:

There shall be an advisory committee to the EDC with the

following members:

a. The representatives of different linguistic communities who
are the constituents of the Barak Upatyaka Bahubhashik
Samannay Samiti.

b. The presidents of the Zila Parishads of the three districts of
the Barak valley, and other constituents of Panchyat Raj
institution.

¢. The Chairpersons of the Municipalities/ Town committees
in Barak valley.
d. Arepresentative from Assam University, Silchar.

e. Three DCs of the three districts of the valley.

The President and Secretary of the Advisory Committee:

The president and Secretary of the Barak Upatyaka
Bahubhashik Samanway Samiti shall be the president and secretary
of the Advisory Committee of the KDC respectively.

The Central Government by order shall constitute the Advisory
Committee. The Advisory Committee shall have statutory power to
act.

The Secretary of the Advisory Committee shall convene the
meeting of the committee as and when necessary. There shall be at
least two sittings of the Advisory Committee a year.

The expenditure of the Advisory Committee shall be met by the
Central government.
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Objeectives of the Advisory Committee

To suggesl nead-hased, viable and frwtful plans for development
of the valley to the EDC for examining their feasibility and fur
implementation. The Advisory Committee shall have a key-role in
isolating micro-level plans suitable for the valley and also in
mobilizing public opinion. The Advisory Committee shall maintain
a close relationship with the EDC.

—

ATt Bea T ke
President General Secrelary
Barak Upatyaka Banga Sahitya O Sanskriti Sammelan
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Synopsis on Revival of Cachar Paper Mill & Struggle of
JACRU

The Hindustan Paper Corporation Ltd. established by the Govt. of India followed by a
decision passed by the Parliament on 29™ May 1970 aiming to achieve various purposes includes
self-reliance in own & indigenous paper production to reduce import of Paper, Economic
Development & Employment Generation in the Industrially & economically diffident region of
North East, accordingly two Heavy Paper Industries came into existence of which the Cachar
Paper Mill started Commercial Production w.e.f. 1 April 1988 & Nagaon Paper Mill started
commercial Production w.e.f. 1 April 1985. Undoubtedly, both the Paper Heavy Industries were
playing fundamental and vital role for providing large scale employment in the remotest part of
North East and for uplifting of socio-economic development in Industrially & Economically
backward state Assam. The successful installation of the Heavy industries was also accelerated
to ensure large scale employment of unemployed youths as all knew that in 1970 to 80 there
were serious social turmoil including extremism in entire NE region particularly in the state of
Assam and the unemployed youths were being attracted in separatist movement which caused
serious threats to the National interest. Under such critical circumstances the GOI strategically
decided to ensure large scale employment for the youths and installed two heavy paper industries
in the state to ensure large scale employment and for socio-economic development in national
interest, indisputably, there was no business motive or policy to earn profit. However, HPCL
Paper industries achieved tremendous success not only in providing large scale employment &
socio-economic development but also established as a dividend paying profit making organization
and paid dividend to GOI till 2008- 09 and Ornamented with scheduled “A” and Mini Ratna
Status by the Govt. of India.

Regretfully, the situation instigated with deterioration of Performance of the Industries
for some external reasons like Gregarious Bamboo flowering causing raw material crisis in the
North East particularly in Mizoram, a major source of main raw material “BAMBOO”
discontinued and simultaneously imposition of Blanket embargo by National Green Tribunal
(NGT) on transportation of coal from Meghalaya. The raw material crisis imposed serious
obstacle on the way of Production of Cachar Paper Mill due to non- availability of BG railway
connectivity in Barak Valley, enforced abnormal increase in transportation cost both on inbound
& outgoing finished product, also coupled with overall unprofessional conduct by management
wholly Administered and Controlled by the Government of India resulted diminishing production
substantially. These issues were repeatedly raised in all related forums and also presented before
NITI Aayog, Hon’ble Prime Minister, Hon’ble Union Minister of Heavy Industries, Hon’ble
Union Minister of Finance, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam and Knowingly, though all
authorities has repeatedly assured revival of the Industries nothing experienced on the ground
and all commitment made for the people of Barak Valley turned to falsehood. On the contrary,
the Govt. of India discontinued grant of Transport Subsidy earlier available for Cachar Paper
Mill w.e.f. April 2016 resulted complete destabilization of the Financial Structure & Functioning
of the Industries. We being the Representative of the Workers raised these issues before all
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Leaders of the Ruling Party but all our efforts went on vain. and finally the production of both
the industries i.e. Cachar & Nagaon Paper Mill suspended w.e.f. October 2015 & March 2017
respectively on a plea of dearth of WORKING CAPITAL. Allegedly, this was done under serious
conspiracy to extend unethical benefits to private paper industries.

Who were attempting to increase the price of paper monopolistically in domestic market
and the fact can be easily understood that while Per Ton of paper sold by HPC in competitive
market was @ Rs. 49,000/- is now being sold by private owner @ Rs. 95,000/- to 12,00,000/-
per MT after suspension of production of paper mills. The rate of paper abnormally increased as
there is no competition for stabilizing the market price as HPCL paper has been successfully
thrown out from market to impose monopolistic price on the People, moreso, India is importing
paper from China, Indonesia, Bangladesh to meet Domestic requirements & factually India is
now a BIDESH NIRVAR BHARAT in the guise of ATMANIVAR BHARAT. On repeated
occasions we have demanded an independent inquiry to find out unholy nexus if nay behind the
suspension of production at paper Mill, but nothing could be achieved as Govt. did not desire to
digout the truths behind the screen.

The people of the region received immense pleasures while in reply to a question raised
by Hon’ble MP (LS) Shri Gourav Gogoi in the Lok Sabha (Q.No. 262) on 21/3/2017,
Supplemented by Kumari Sushmita Dev, Hon’ble MP (LS) & Hon’ble Minister of HI&PE Shri
Anant G Geete declared that the revival proposal of HPCL has been already presented before
the Cabinet for approval and the same would be approved very soon, knowing this truth the
entire region taken a safe breath and again recollected the commitment made before huge rally
by Hon'ble Prime Minister of India on 27/3/2016 at Kalinagar near Cachar Paper Mill and on
08/4/ 2016 at Roha near Nagaon Paper Mill and people realized that the commitment made by
Hon’ble PM is going to be fulfilled very soon.

What is most unfortunate that reportedly the proposed initiatives and revival plan of
HPCL was being delayed year after years might be due to designed conspiracy of the private
parties & import lobby as a result the Financial as well as physical condition of the Industries
deteriorated day by day as the production of both the mills suspended on the plea & pretext of
dearth of Working Capital resulted debarring the source of employment of two lac people of the
region.

By this time the Govt. of India enacted new law named Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code
2016 and taking shelter of the new law one vendor of HPC Nagaon Paper Mill went to National
Company Law Tribunal, New Delhi Bench for realization of his Rs. 98 Lacs (Ninety Eight
Lacs) Claims, and it is obnoxiously deplorable that the present regime of the Govt. of India
failed, rather refused to settle the claim of only Rs. 98 Lacs & NCLT Ordered Liquidation of
entire Organization on which livelihood of two lac people was depended, We challenged the
Order of NCLT at Appellate Tribunal NCLAT & Hon’ble NCLAT ordered to ensure that the
company to remain a going concern vides order dated 29-05-2019.

Surprisingly, on 09-07-2019 while replying a Question of Hon’ble MP, Sri Manish Tiwari,
the Minister of Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises Sri Arabind Ganapat Sawant placed a
written reply in Parliament that the Govt. of India already invested Rs. 4,141 Crs. in Hindustan
Paper Corporation Ltd within the accounting year from 2014-15 to 2017-18, Paradoxically, it
was a Bolt from the Blue for Citizens of Assam because during same period both the Industries
remain inoperative, around 100 (hundred) workers died under various compelling circumstances
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due to nonpayment of salary though the Government unveiled investment such huge Rs 4141
Crs, a Hue & Cry exploded in the sentiment of the people who desired to know where the funds
has gone? Repeated demands been raised from various corners but till date no answer received
& the fund so claimed as invested remained in camera never seen light of the Day.

We under the banner of HPC Revival Committee & Joint Action Committee of Recognized
Unions (JACRU) of Cachar & Nagaon Paper Mills, continuing relentless struggle in both Barak
& Brahmaputra Valley since last 7-8 years with active participation & co-operation of the citizens
irrespective of their political identities, series of agitations resorted includes Rail Rokho, National
Highway Blockade, Barak Bandh, Religious Candle March, Hunger strikes to justify our
legitimate Demands and ultimately in last few months the Govt. of Assam under the Leadership
of Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma realizing the sentiment of the people decided to intervene into the
matter and came forward for discussion on the issues and after series of discussion an MoU
signed on 28-09-2021, accordingly assurances has been given by the Hon’ble Chief Minister to
Revive the Cachar Paper Mill along with release of relief package for rescue of the dying
workers.

JACRU reveals & strives for resolution of the issues enumerated herein below:-

1. While the Government of India under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi committed for generation of large scale employment aiming to extend
employment opportunity to unemployed youth of the North East, revival of HPCL paper
mills operating in NER (ASSAM) is inevitable as no industry other than Paper Industry
of HPCL is capable to extend such large scale employment in Rural Area as such delaying
or disturbing the immediate revival of the HPC’s Paper Industry would tantamount to
abolition of employment opportunity & destruction of source of income of the people of
Rural Area & Rural Economy. Undoubtedly, generation of employment literally means
“Protection of Existing and creation of new opportunity” thus Policy of “Save Existing
and create New” will meet the commitment of the Government rather abolish the existing
and create nothing, thus revival of Cachar Paper mill will bring back the socio-economy
growth not only of Barak valley but will be a step forward towards “ATHMANIRVAR
BHARAT”.

2. Itis theugly and hideous truth that since independence of India there is no instance that
any private party infused funds in NER for large scale industrial installation and
employment generation. While NER is still passing through various social, economical
turmoil and logistical disruption finding negative response to invest in HPCL, any attempt
to hand over the Industries to any private entity would invite nothing but killing time
and may be detrimental to the existing industries and may further erode the Net-worth of
the corporation besides infusing serious social disorder and chaos arising out of sudden
unemployment caused due to non-functioning of the industries. It may be mentioned
here that Ashok Paper Mill of Assam was earlier privatized but the Industry is dead now.
Hence, delay in decision by the concerned authorities of the government to revive the
Industry is nothing but elimination of Industry from the State of Assam, naturally, we
are striving for revival of Cachar Paper Mill keeping it with PSU (Public Sector
Undertaking).

3. The per capita paper consumption in India is increasing rapidly and would be enhanced
up to 57% (approx) within 2024 but production and supply to meet the requirement is
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not increasing in the country as such there would be tremendous mismatch between
demand and supply, accordingly the country would be compelled to import more paper
from foreign Countries for meeting domestic requirement at the cost of draining foreign
currency, whereas revival of these two heavy paper industry of NER will not only support
supply segment to mitigate demand & supply mismatch and will control the monopolistic
price hike impact but also will gain higher market share and profitability to a large
extent, moreover, the objectives of the Government related to large scale employment
generation and socio-economic development of industrially & economically backward
region NER would be achieved to fulfill the commitment made by Hon’ble Prime Minister
of our country.

4. That the Cachar and Nagaon Paper Mill is highly and absolutely viable industries as
because the regeneration process of major raw material i.e. Bamboo is completed and
there would be no raw material crisis in next 50 (Fifty) years because bamboo flowering
eventually occurs in 50 (Fifty) years span, moreover, Board Gauge railway connectivity
completed connecting Barak Valley, more so, Cachar Paper Mill is now directly connected
with BG railway network of the country, therefore, Transportation of inbound raw material
and outbound finished product would be more cheaper and competitive and since the
product of the industry has huge market demands for its proven quality benchmark
higher realization and profitability is assured. The need of the hour is total quality
management under strict monitoring form the Government with policy driven governance.

5. The people who are closely attached & associated with the industry and its machineries
are confident that if proper maintenance, refurbishment done and backup raw materials
are provided uninterruptedly with quality management and planning these Industries
may achieve 100% capacity utilization within 15 days from the date of start up of the
Mill and positive contribution would be generated within six months to pay back the
support so infused for revival.

6. The Citizen of the state on repeated occasions expressed serious disquiet that the Working
Class people of the Corporation has been victimized by inhuman torture as the salary
were not being paid since 2017 resulted premature death of 109 workers as on date
under various compelling circumstances, the students who were in higher education
were being compelled to leave their study as their parents are not in a position to meet
education expenses owing to nonpayment of wages, the statutory dues related to Provident
Fund, LIC etc. though deducted from the salary were not being remitted to the employees
account which is a serious criminal offence as per Law of the Land, the Banks were
issuing property attachment notice due to failure of EMI remittance on loan by the
Employees, the employees family are not getting death benefit from LIC in cases of
employees death while in service as their premium has not been deposited by the
Management beside deducting the same from the salary, the employees who are retiring
from the service are not being paid retirement benefits by the management. These are
the horrible and atrocious conditions of the employees who were being compelled to
choose suicide to death or premature death on inhuman psychological torture, during
these long sufferings & struggles the elected representatives of Ruling party of the locality
remain silent & establish their real inefficiencies to resolve the crisis which would be
remembered for ever. However, It is indeed appreciable that Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma,
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being the Chief Minister of Assam could realized the critical situations & decided to
come forward to extend humanitarian aids to save lives of the workers and finalized a
“RELIEF PACKAGE” for rescue of the workers & an MoU signed on 28-09-2021.

. We are confident, the MoU reached between the Government of Assam under the

Leadership of Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam, Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma & Unions /
Associations of HPCL would be honoured in its letter & Spirit and the Relief Package so
agreed for rescue of the workers would be implemented including revival of Cachar
Paper Mill so declared. The Citizens of the region is eagerly waiting for the days while
the dream of revival of the only heavy industrial assets of the valley would revealed as
reality.

8. UNRESOLVED MISTRY: The Government which could not pay only Rs. 98 Lacs in

2019 & allowed Liquidation of the entire organization, HPCL, has paid Rs. 375 Crs, to
take over entire assets of Cachar & Nagaon Paper Mills in 2022.

We on behalf of JACRU therefore, sturdily urges upon the GOI to extend salary support

and release all statutory dues for the workers & employees till revival of the Industries took
place so that the workers & employees may survive who are in serious danger due to nonpayment
of their wages and statutory dues and approve the pending

Revival package of Paper Mills of Assam to support the Govt. of Assam which has already

taken over the Paper Mills & committed revival of the industries.

QOur Prime issues are.-

1.

The JACRU demands immediate revival of Cachar & Nagaon Paper Mill keeping CPSE/
PSU status intact and opposes any form of privatization.

Start recruitment of local unemployed youth to fill vacancies.

. Initiate in-depth independent inquiry to find out intension behind suspension of production
of Cachar & Nagaon Paper Mill which resulted direct benefits to private paper industries &

import lobbies along with abnormal enhancement of the price of paper and imposed
monopolistic control over Paper Market.

JACRU demands Release of WHITE PAPER on Investment of Rs. 4141 Crs. so declared in
the Parliament to find out where the huge investment has gone?

JACRU reaffirms its continuous struggle till the industries are revived & all the legitimate
dues are released for full settlement.

With Revolutionary Salutes,

Manabendra Chakraborty,
President, JACRU,
Cachar & Nagaon Paper Mill,
Assam. Date: 30-09-2022
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Chief Minister's Statement on Barak (1)

157

JANASANYOG, ASSAM
CHIEF MINISTER’S PUBLIC RELATIONS CELL. DISPUR

PRESS RELEASE

No 322/2019

CM takes part in Speaker’s initiative at Assam Legislative Assembly

Govt. committed to equal development of Brahmaputra and Barak valley

Dispur, July 27: Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal today said that the State
government is committed to equal development of Brahmaputra and Barak valley
and several steps have been taken to boost brotherhood amongst the people living
in the districts of both the valleys. Chief Minister Sonowal said this during the
discussion on faster socio-economic development of Barak valley as part of
Speaker’s initiative at Assam Legislative Assembly today.

Stating that the State government is guided by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of “sabka saath, sabka vikas and sabka viswas”, Chief Minister
Sonowal said that steps were taken to build up confidence of the Barak valley
people and to explore its vast potential. He said that as a sequel to Namami
Brahmaputra Festival, the State government organized Namami Barak festival
covering all the three districts of the valley, which showcased its natural resources,
heritage and culture. The initiative also helped the people to discover the rich
potential of Barak valley, he added.

Saying that there was a sense of alienation amongst the people of Barak
Valley earlier, Chief Minister Sonowal said that people of the entire state must
internalise the feelings, aspirations, suffering and pains of the people of the valley
to foster better camaraderie and bonhomie. Such an approach would not only
strengthen the bond but also act as a catalyst in building a strong and vibrant
Assam, he observed.
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Underlining the state government initiatives to unleash a new era of
development in Barak Valley, the Chief Minister said that already steps have been
taken to set up a mini secretariat at Silchar which would facilitate easy access of
government services by the people of the valley. Moreover, Sonowal informed
that efforts are afoot to set up another airport at Barak Valley to boost economic
growth of the state. The Chief Minister also urged the public representatives of
the Barak Valley districts to join their hands together with the state government in
its development initiatives in the valley.

Moreover, paying his tribute to the martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the
cause of India’s independence during the sepoy mutiny at Karimganj, Chief Minister
Sonowal said that commemorating their contributions the state government would
send a proposal to the central government to develop Indo-Bangladesh border at
Karimganj in line with the Indo- Pakistan border at Wagah so as to attract tourism
as well as promoting nationalistic sentiment.

Terming the rich natural resources, heritage, tradition and values of Assam
as the core strength of the government, Chief Minister Sonowal said that there
are many inherent potential amongst the vast number of small and large
communities of the state. He called upon the people to engage their energies to
discover the untapped potential of the state by working with cooperation, positivity
and team spirit. In this regard Sonowal informed that State Innovation and
Transformation Ayog (SITA) has already been entrusted with the responsibility to
bring out a research book highlighting the resources and avenues for the state’s
growth.

MLAs from all the political parties also took part in the discussion and shared
their views on the Speaker’s initiative.

BG/July 27, 2019
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Chief Minister's Statement on Barak (2)
JANASANYOG, ASSAM

CHIEF MINISTER’S PUBLIC RELATIONS CELL, DISPUR

PRESS RELEASE

No. 121/2019

CM lays foundation stone of Mini Secretariat at Barak Valley

Connectivity boost to achieve transformation through transportation: CM

Dispur, March 2: Putting an end to all uncertainties and giving a logical conclusion
to the long pending demand of the people of Barak Valley, Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal laid the foundation stone for setting up Mini Secretariat at
Barak Valley, Silchar at a programme held at Police Parade Ground at Silchar
today.

In the same programme, Chief Minister Sonowal also laid the foundation
stone for a bouquet of projects namely new auditorium cum district library at
Silchar, sports stadium at Silchar Police Parade Ground under Uttoron scheme,
cultural research centre in Barak Valley in the name of Swami Vivekananda at
Assam University, construction of RCC bridge over river Barak near Itkholaghat.

Chief Minister Sonowal also dedicated RCC bridge No. 1/1 over river Barak
at Sadarghat on Silchar-Kumbhirgram Road under NLCPR for the people of Barak
Valley region.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister Sonowal termed Barak Valley as
an asset of the state and said that ever since his govt. has come to power, facilitating
infrastructure development of Barak Valley has been one of the core agenda of
the government. To spearhead its infrastructure development, Sonowal said that
in the last two and a half years, his government has started the work of constructing
2000 km road in Barak Valley and work for converting 120 wooden bridges into
RCC bridge are also going on full swing.

Stating that projects to boost connectivity has been implemented with a view
to achieving transformation through transportation, he said that in the coming
days expansion of Silchar town will also be taken up in line with state capital
region which has been taken for expansion of Guwahati. He also said that state
government is in touch with the civil aviation ministry of Government of India for
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setting up an airport at Barak Valley region.

The Chief Minister further said that for facilitating equal development of all
the 33 districts of the state, the state government is of the view that three districts
of the Barak Valley region should also be developed in the field of education,
culture and sports. Therefore his government has also decided to build medical
college and engineering college at Karimganj. He also said that under Chief Minister
Samagra Gramya Unnayan Yojana, more than 30 playgrounds will be built in the
Barak Valley region.

Chief Minister Sonowal also hailed all sections of the people of Barak Valley
region for strengthening the great demographic mosaic of the state. He also said
that Silchar which is a 150 year old town alongwith Karimganj and Hailakandi
have been working in tandem with other places of the state to bring about
revolutionary changes for fuelling development in the state.

Terming education as one of the priorities of the state, Chief Minister Sonowal
said that to make education driven development a reality in the state, his
government has been distributing free textbooks, uniform to the students along
with waiver of admission and tuition fees to the students of the state.

He also called upon the people of Barak Valley to contribute significantly for
educational development of the state. Chief Minister Sonowal at the same time
said that under his government, people of Barak Valley are absolutely secured
and no untoward incident can vitiate the friendly co-existence of the people of
Barak-Brahmaputra and Hills & Plains.

Environment & Forest Minister Parimal Suklabaidya while speaking on the
occasion gave a snapshot of various development projects of the state government.
He said that the present state government under the leadership of Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal has given never before impetus for the development of Barak
valley. He said that after becoming Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal made 17
visits to the Barak Valley region, which bears testimony to government’s intentions
of inclusive development.

Former Deputy Speaker of Assam Legislative Assembly and Silchar MLA
Dilip Kumar Paul, Borkhola ML A Kishor Nath and Udarband ML A Amar Chand
Jain also spoke on the occasion.

MLAs Aminul Hoque Laskar, Mihir Kanti Som, Rituparna Baruah, CEM of
Sonowal Kachari Autonomous Council Dipu Ranjan Makrari, former Union
Minister Kabindra Purkayastha along with a host of dignitaries were present on
the occasion.

SD/ March 2, 2019
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Beginning of The Tea Industry in Cachar*

In 1788 Sir Joseph Bankes (then Director of the Royal Botanical
Gardens, Kew) suggested to the Directors of the East India Company
that cfforts should be made to cultivate tea in India. But little or nothing
of a practical nature was accomplished till 1834, when Lord William
Bentinck appointed a committee to investigate the question of
establishing a tea growing industry. It is something strange that the said
commiltee was ignorant of the discovery of indigenous tea in Assam
by Mr Robert Bruce in 1821 and by Mr Scott in 1824. In Assam in
the carly years of tea cultivation many mistakes were made which
caused disappointment and loss. The real progress of tea planting in
Assam began in about 1851,

In Cachar indigenous tea was discovercd first in 1855. Dut
speculations regarding the possibility of tea cultivation in this district
began soon after its annexation to the British territory in 1832. In
February 1834 Caplain Fisher, the Superintendent to whose charge the
administration of the district was placed after annexation, received a
letter from Mr. Gordon. Secretary Tea Culture Committee. Mr Gordon
requested Fisher to contact people coming from the province of Yunun
of China, learn from them the conditions as regards soil, rainfall,
climate ete. required for the cultivation of tea, and then to report if
Cachar fulfilled such conditions. Fisher could contact very few people
coming from Yunun, a5 because of the disturbed condition of the N .E.
Frontier peoples’ movement in that region was very limited. Anyway,
from the information gathered he submitted a report in which he dzalt
with every poirit as regards soil, climate, rainfall ete. and concluded
with his opinion that Cachar would be suitable for the plantation of
tea. It is interesting o note that when Fisher was studying the possibility
of tea plantation in Cachar he did not know that abundant tea plants
were growing wild in the junglgs of the district.

The discovery of tea plants fa Cachar in 1855 was not the result
of any conscious effart on the patt of any person. About this discovery
R. Stewart, the then Superintendehit, wrote in his letter dated 10th July
1855 : ““When in Moffasil last FEbruary the first specimens I saw of
the Cachar plant were brought 1¢ me by an individual who had been
employed in a tea plantation in Assam, and who recognized the plant,
and as an inducement Lo others to bring to my notice any discoveries
thcy may make 1 beg to suggest that he be given a present of thirty
or forty rupees or any sum which may be considered sufficient.™

*Presently Barak Valley
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McArthur of Seerespur, James Abernully of Monacherra, W. McArthur
of Luckinugger, IL.C. Gibson of Mohunpur, Wehsrer (garden not
mentioned) and Sandeman of Rosecandy.

As numerous .Jpp]lc:d[mm were pouring in asking for grants of land,
the Gaovt. became apprehensive of over speculation. Some of the letters
betray this apprehension. In a letter addressed to one J. B. Shadwell
who applied for 1000 acres of land the Superintendent wrote @ ““At
the same time 1 beg to bring to your notice that in order 1o bring a
thousand acres of land under tea cultivation it is calculated that it would
entail an outlay of at least one lac of rupees, at the rate of rupees one
hundred per acre.” To another applicant Mr. Hogg the Superintendent
wrote that he must have the money required in hand, and not depend
on the money he might have from others.

Thus began the tea plantation which within a short time brought
magical change in every sphere of life—economic, social, educational
etc. — of Cachar. It would not be wrong to say that the present district
of Cachar is the gift of the Tea Industry, The impact of tea on Cachar
is a difterent story, and it is left for some furure issue of our College
magazine. So is the story of Tea labour. The first Superintendent Captain
Fisher and Lieutenant R. Stewart, the Superintendent, during whose
tenure of office tea was first discovered. proved to be prophets as
regards their prediction on the prospect of tea plantation in Cachar. But
both cherished wrong ideas about tea labour. In his letter of 4th September
1855 R. Stewart wrote : “With regard to labour T do not anticipate there
will be any great difficulty in obtaining the quantity which may be
required, if not in Cachar, in the neighbouring district of Sylhet the
inhabitants of which district and of Jynteah come very willingly to
Cachar and settle down in 1. But here Stewart was mistaken. By 1858
planters began to feel difficulties as local l[abour was found unsuitable
for plantation purpose. Hence the question of importation of labour
arose. The letier dated 13th May, 1858 addressed to Mr. Sanderman
of Goongoor Hill is revealing on this issue. The Superintendent wrote
to Mr. Sanderman ¢
Sir,

In answer to your letier of today's date with reference to the
importation of labour into Cachar, T have the honour to state that I am
of opinion it would be a measure attended with much benefit to the
country, and to the tea planting intercst.

The climate of Cachar is a healthy one and [ think 1t very probable
that if conlies were imported they would settle here for good, and form
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Immediately after the discovery Stewart submitted the specimen of the
plant to Dr. Thomas, Superintendent of the Govt Botmanic Garden,
Calcutta and to others, and all agreed considering them identical with
the tea plant of Assam. Dr, Thomas in a letter said, “The specimens
forwarded by you are beyond any reasonable”doubt the true tea plant
(Assam variety).”

When Stewart was convinced that the plant discovered was the
genuine tea plant he sent people to different directions.into the jungles
ta ook for it, and wheraver he sent, the plant was found more or less
abundant. It is evident from a letter dated 4th Sept. that as a result of
the first search tea plant was discovered to the south and south-east
of Silchar, the Sudder station. The principal places where tea plants
were growing in abundance were the Bargoongoor hills jin the Chatla
Howher, Baokara and Nawowalla near the Gagra river, Barrahangun
near Hyleakandy, and Infang in the east of Rajnuggur pargannah. From
the same letter we know that Barrahangun was the first place where
plantation work was commenced by a planter from Assam.

After the discovery wide publicity was given inviting people to
come to Cachar and undertake the work of tea cultivation receiving
grants of land from the government. Stewarl received many applications,
and all these from the Europeans. Their demand for grant of land varied
from 500 acres to 1000 acres. One Bengalee gentleman named Purbutty
Chum Bunnoorjee, Banker and Agent, Sylhct, had correspondence
with Stewart but we do not know if he actually came to Cachar for
plantation purpose. Fisher himself was very enthusiastic about the
cultivation of tea in Cachar. To one R. Houston he wrote *.....any person
who has made up his mind to embark in the enterprise and try tea
planting in Cachar I recommend strongly his not losing one day but
that he should set people to work at once to clear away the jungles.’

From a letter dated S5th May, 1856 we learn *seme three or four
parties have commenced work, and {rom all accounts they appear to
be well satisfied with the prospects, and entertain the hopes of making
large sum of.moncy by the cultivation and manufacture of fea in
Cachar.™ * '

In a letter dated 30th August. 1856 addressed to the Tea planters
of Cachar we get the names of the pioneers in the field of tea industry.
They were A. Tydd of Wise & Co., Dacea, Baokara gardens; I. Davidson
of Cachar Tea Company, Adeclaide gardens: and M. Herring of
Chundecpoor.

~ By 18060 plantation had vastly increased and so we then meet W.H.

T Sorer 3% T @ AERe ArIEE 11 8D



MBIV PR 2890 T

a permanent population. Every facility should therefore be given them
for prosecuting a cultivation of their own as well as labouring for the
tea gardens. Once settled on a piece of land which they had cleared
themsclves and which they could call their own, I do not think that
it 1s at all probable that men who are so badly off as to be obliged
to ship themselves off to Mauritius and the West Indies for subsistence
would ever think of quitting and you would thus have a lasting supply
of labour settled on your grants.

The coolies on first coming-up to Cachar, that is before leaving
Caleutta, should be bound down by an agreement to serve for a certain
number of years, a breach of this agreement, if the documenits were
regularly and fairly drawn out, would subject the delinquent to one
month’s imprisonment and then if he still refused to fulfil his contract
to another month in addition, but no more, and any advances that had
been made to him would be recoverable through the civil courts.

T have ete.
R. Stewart,
Offg. Superintendent.

That the matter relating to the importaticn of labour had by 1859
advanced 1s evident [rom the [etter addressed to the same Mr. Sanderman

_on the 25th May, 1859, Mr Stewart wrote : "Wishing to move the Govt.
of Bengal to facilitate the immigration of Coolies into Cachar to supply
labour for the cultivation of tea I have the honour to request that you
will be so good as to fill up the accompanying form with respect o
the coolies now labouring on your grant.” But the problem of tea
Inbour, as has been said above, is a different story and let me keep
it in reserve as I will have to oblige many mare editors of the College
magazine in future.*

@Y : (]S e

* Purbashree, G. C. College Magazine, Silchar, 1965,
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The Statistics: A Government of Assam Publication

DISTRICT-WISE AREA, PRODUCTION AND AVERAGE YIELD OF TEA
IN ASSAM AS PER PLANTATION DISTRICT

Area under Tea Production Average Yield
Cultivation (in Hect.) (in M. Kg.)* {Kg. per Hect)*
District 2021 2021%* 2021%%
2029 yupto Aug)l 2920 fupto aug] 2929 fupto Aug)
1 2 2 < 5 6 7
Kokrajhar 2775.74 2775.7 3.37 2.42 1214.09 B875.44
Dhubri 1236.84 1235.521 238 1.43 1924.26 | 1156.17
Goalpara 634.21 634.21 1.36 100 | 214440 | 1718.67
Barpeta - - - - - T
Morigaon 411.01] 41101 0.85 0.52 | 2311.38 | 1265.18
MNagaon 10894.64] 10894.64] 11.86 6.65 | 1088.61 610.33
Sonitpur 26498.11] 26498.11] 42.30 25.78 | 1596.34 | 97280
Lakhimpur 6928.89) ©6928.89) 1341 8.42 | 204230 | 128234
Dhemaii 1738.26| 1738.26 Mil . ~
Tinsukia 57008.79| 57008.79] 122.11 8131 | 214195 | 142627
Dibrugarh 53380.89| 53380.89] 108.59 68.38 | 2034.25 | 1280.98
Sivasagar® 15140.13| 15140.13] 70.07 41.43 | 4628.10 | 2736.44
Jorhat 26497.77| 26497.77] 53.04 31.59 | 200168 | 1192.18
Golaghat 33136.09| 33136.09] ©5.43 33.83 1974.58 | 1020894
Karbi Anglong®®| 5264.08] 5264.08 5.83 2.55 | 1107.51 | 484.42
Dima Hasao 250.47] 250.47] 0.02 0.01 79.85 39.92
Cachar 21358.76| 21358.76{ 2547 14.92 1192.48 £698.54
Karimganj 8051.22| 805122 427 2.97 530.35 | 368.89
Hailakandi 7158.62] 7158.62 10.74 6.32 1500.29 B882.85
Bongaigaon 960.07 960.07 1.39 099 1447.81 | 1031.17
Chirang 30.05 30.05 - - - -
Kamrup(R+M) 872.90) 872.90 0.95 1.54 | 1088.33 | 1764.23
Baksa 2521.95 2521.95f 2325 1.63 292.17 646.33
Darrang 1248.99| 1248.99 275 1.49 | 2201.78 | 119296
Udalguri 19382.64| 19382.64] 34.14 2236 | 1761.37 | 1153.61
Biswanath 19531.29] 19531.29/ 3552 22.15 | 181862 | 1134.08
Charaideo# 24288.18| 242EB8.18 Nil - - -
Hojai - . - - -
Maguli - - - - -
South Salmara - - - -
Assam 347200.59{347200.59] 618.20 379.79 178053 | 1093.86
N.B.: * = Production is captured based on factory location as per production

returns submitted by manufacturers.
# = Production and Average yield data is not available from source.
## = including West Karbi Anglong.

** = Provisional, subject to revision.
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The Statistics: A Government of Assam Publication

QUANTITY AND AVERAGE PRICE OF TEA SOLD IN
GUWAHATI TEA AUCTION CENTRE

Type/ 2020 ‘ 2021 _(unto August).
Centre [ru?ilﬁ::t?g.) ?ﬁ;@p;- ?{ﬁ (M?ilﬁgnml?g.] ?g?; T{ﬁ
1 2 3 4 5

(A) LEAF

(a) C.T.C.

Assam 96.57 197.00 63.44 18837
Cachar 6.90 161.05 5.06 160.02
Arunachal 210 215.24 1.29 202.10
Meghalaya 011 179.22 0.061 140.45
Nagaland 0.84 181.11 053 175.27
Tripura 1.79 179.46 1.29 146.17
TOTAL : CTC. 108.31 194.63 71.68 185.72
(b) ORTHODOX

Assam 3.87 22047 1.68 228.73
Cachar 0.000022 | 1517.64 0 0
Tripura 0.0003592 84.42 0 0
Green tea 0.05 289.86 0.024 34335
Meghalaya 0.013 264.75 0.0029 304.61
Arunachal 0.00B0 25648 | 0.001728 327.12
TOTAL{ORTHODOX) 3.94 221,56 2.01 231.28
TOTAL: LEAF TEA 11227 185,58 73.69 186.96

Contd...
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The Statistics: A Government of Assam Publication

Type/ 2020 ' 2021 _(upto August)
Centre {;_ILfanﬁtv Average Price Ql.!antlt‘y' Average Price
(Million Kg.) | (Rs. per Kg.) | (Million Kg.) | (Rs. per Kg.)
1 2 3 4 5

(B) DUST
(a) C.T.C.
Assam 46.83 209.60 29.10 182.64
Cachar 1.58 160.17 0.89 147.58
Arunachal 0.80 203.48 0.567 185.69
Meghalaya 0.027 200.04 0.0167 129.58
Nagaland D.20 195.55 0.123 162.92
Tripura 0.29 18333 0.163 136.25
TOTAL : CTC. 4872 207.75 30.86 181.33
(b) ORTHODOX
Assam 0.12 171.44 0.088 113.80
Cachar 0 0 0 0
Tripura 0 o 0 0
Green tea 0 1] 0 0
Meghalaya 0.0000823 123.67 | 0.0002752 100.39
Arunachal 0 0 0 0
TOTAL{ORTHODOX) 0.12008 171.41 0.088 113.76
TOTAL: DUST TEA 49,85 207.62 30.95 181.20
ALL TEAS (A+B) 162.12 199.28 104.64 185.25

Source: (Table 14.04 & 14.05) Guwahati Tea Auction Centre, Guwahati.
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Natural Wetlands in Barak Valley

Natural wetlands in Barak Valley districts of Cachar, Karnmgan) and
Hailakandi, Assam

District/Region Wetland tyvpe Number Area (ha)
| Cachar Lake/Pond 57 1151.5
Ox-bow Lake/Cut- | 29 592.5
off Meander
Seasonally 231 4869.5
Waterlogged
Swamp/Marsh 149 S64.5
Tatal 336 7178.0
Karimganj Lake/Pond 6 950
Ox-bow Lake/Cut- | | B7.5
off Meander
Seasonally 53 4667 0
Waterlogged
B Swamp/Marsh 10 870.0
Total 70 5719.5
Hailakandi Lake/Pond 7 32235
Ox-bow Lake/Cut- | 4 37.5
| off Meander
Seasonally 36 450.0
Waterlogged
Total 47 840.0
| Barak Valley Grand Total 453 13737.5

Source: Space Applications Centre (ISR(), Ahmedabad, [ndia (2000).

T Sorer % T @ AERe ArIEE 1L 88




e T

IS Tooraid for (TRTin FIEITETS Tl @32
e awits Afea
STATE LEVEL BANKERS' COMMITTEE

ASSAM ARUNACHAL PRADESH MANIPUR MIZORAM MEGHALAYA NAGALAND

(Lt n B o Lol Aot s
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Bank Wise Position of Branches /| ATM / Banking Outlets / BC | DEPOSITS /
ADVANCES / C.D.RATIO Report for Assam as on Date 31-03-2022

District Name:HAILAKANDI
(RS In Lakhs)
sino, | Bank | Dep | DB 0 pep | Tonl | Aav '_.‘:ﬁ  Adv | Tomi | com | PR en lama | AT
| Name I.I"l-.llI tirkian i'lJrhlll Deposit | Rural Urban Ilﬂrhnl.i.nlulrlun Fural mn:uﬂllll-n.mllvrh
1] som| ood| 495512) opa| 493512] 000 130502 000| 130902 .02 |
[ & bo| oog ewsded] oo esaacs] e tTooto] ooo| troeeo] [ iam| o
3 CAN| 000 271552 000 271552 000 2000.84] 000 203084 7479 |
4 cmi| S0 ez (41038] 000 71200) I0BAT6 3520 000 143878 1006 24% 0|
i 5 ND| 000 andd] oM 22034 006 8083 000] 80| | 3612 o
G| PNE| s o 2328109 o0d] Feaad] 131 11 Go0| es6ee] 9724 S04 i
7 SBITNTTRET| STTaBAN] D) GHI006] IBA182T4015T]  DO0| 30085T5[ 29| 406 31
B ool o000 05445] 000 MW5U4|  000f ST0AL| 000 S04l 28,30 0
. NS T R O T, W M D T,
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